
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND
THE RESULTING CORRUPTION IN CANADA

COLONIAL EMPIRES
“A colonial empire is a collective of territories (often called colonies), either contiguous with the
imperial center or located overseas, settled by the population of a certain state and governed by
that state.

Before the expansion of early modern European powers, other empires had conquered and
colonized territories, such as the Roman Empire in Iberia, or the Chinese in what is now South
China. Modern colonial empires first emerged with a race of exploration between the then most
advanced European maritime powers, Portugal and Spain, during the 15th century. The initial
impulse behind these dispersed maritime empires and those that followed was trade, driven by
the new ideas and the capitalism that grew out of the European Renaissance. Agreements were
also made to divide the world up between them in 1479, 1493, and 1494. European imperialism
was born out of competition between European Christians and Ottoman Muslims, the latter of
which rose up quickly in the 14th century and forced the Spanish and Portuguese to seek new
trade routes to India, and to a lesser extent, China.

Although colonies existed in classical antiquity, especially amongst the Phoenicians and the
ancient Greeks who settled many islands and coasts of the Mediterranean Sea, these colonies
were politically independent from the city-states they originated from, and thus did not constitute
a colonial empire. This paradigm shifted by the time of the Ptolemaic Empire, the Seleucid
Empire, and the Roman Empire.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_empire

BRITISH EMPIRE
“The British Empire was composed of the dominions, colonies, protectorates, mandates, and
other territories ruled or administered by the United Kingdom and its predecessor states. It
began with the overseas possessions and trading posts established by England in the late 16th
and early 17th centuries. At its height in the 19th and early 20th century, it was the largest
empire in history and, for over a century, was the foremost global power. By 1913, the British
Empire held sway over 412 million people, 23 per cent of the world population at the time, and
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by 1920, it covered 35.5 million km2 (13.7 million sq mi), 24 per cent of the Earth's total land
area. As a result, its constitutional, legal, linguistic, and cultural legacy is widespread. At the
peak of its power, it was described as "the empire on which the sun never sets", as the Sun was
always shining on at least one of its territories.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire

ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY
“What is now The Royal Commonwealth Society was founded in 1868, as a non-political,
learned organization; a royal charter was granted in 1869, and a clubhouse opened in 1885.
The Society's name slowly evolved: from The Colonial Society (1868–1869), to The Royal
Colonial Society (1869–1870), to The Royal Colonial Institute (1870–1928), to The Royal
Empire Society (1928–1958); The Royal Commonwealth Society was adopted in 1958.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Commonwealth_Society

IMPERIAL CONFERENCES
“Imperial Conferences (Colonial Conferences before 1907) were periodic gatherings of
government leaders from the self-governing colonies and dominions of the British Empire
between 1887 and 1937, before the establishment of regular Meetings of Commonwealth Prime
Ministers in 1944. They were held in 1887, 1894, 1897, 1902, 1907, 1911, 1921, 1923, 1926,
1930, 1932 and 1937.

All the conferences were held in London, the seat of the Empire, except for the 1894 and 1932
conferences which were held in Ottawa, the capital of the senior Dominion of the Crown. The
1907 conference changed the name of the meetings to Imperial Conferences and agreed that
the meetings should henceforth be regular rather than taking place while overseas statesmen
were visiting London for royal occasions (e.g. jubilees and coronations).”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Conference

COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS
“The Commonwealth of Nations, simply referred to as the Commonwealth, is a political
association of 56 member states, the vast majority of which are former territories of the British
Empire. The chief institutions of the organization are the Commonwealth Secretariat, which
focuses on intergovernmental aspects, and the Commonwealth Foundation, which focuses on
non-governmental relations among member states. Numerous organizations are associated
with and operate within the Commonwealth.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations

COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING (CHoGM)
“The meetings originated with the leaders of the self-governing colonies of the British Empire.
The First Colonial Conference in 1887 was followed by periodic meetings, known as Imperial
Conferences from 1907, of government leaders of the Empire. The development of the
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independence of the dominions, and the creation of a number of new dominions, as well as the
invitation of Southern Rhodesia (which also attended as a sui generis colony), changed the
nature of the meetings. As the dominion leaders asserted themselves more and more at the
meetings, it became clear that the time for 'imperial' conferences was over.

From the ashes of the Second World War, seventeen Commonwealth Prime Ministers'
Conferences were held between 1944 and 1969. Of these, sixteen were held in London,
reflecting then-prevailing views of the Commonwealth as the continuation of the Empire and the
centralisation of power in the British Commonwealth Office (the one meeting outside London, in
Lagos, was an extraordinary meeting held in January 1966 to coordinate policies towards
Rhodesia). Two supplementary meetings were also held during this period: a Commonwealth
Statesmen's meeting to discuss peace terms in April 1945, and a Commonwealth Economic
Conference in 1952.

The 1960s saw an overhaul of the Commonwealth. The swift expansion of the Commonwealth
after decolonisation saw the newly independent countries demand the creation of the
Commonwealth Secretariat, and the United Kingdom, in response, successfully founding the
Commonwealth Foundation. This decentralization of power demanded a reformulation of the
meetings. Instead of the meetings always being held in London, they would rotate across the
membership, subject to countries' ability to host the meetings: beginning with Singapore in
1971. They were also renamed the 'Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings' to reflect
the growing diversity of the constitutional structures in the Commonwealth.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_Heads_of_Government_Meeting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millbrook_Commonwealth_Action_Programme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_Ministerial_Action_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harare_Declaration

IMPERIAL FEDERATION
The Imperial Federation was a series of proposals in the late 19th and early 20th centuries to
create a federal union to replace the existing British Empire, presenting it as an alternative to
colonial imperialism. No such proposal was ever adopted, but various schemes were popular in
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and other colonial territories. The project was championed by
Unionists such as Joseph Chamberlain as an alternative to William Gladstone's proposals for
home rule in Ireland.

Many proposals were put forward, but none commanded majority support. The Imperial
Federation League, the main advocacy group, split into two factions in 1893, with one group
promoting imperial defense and the other encouraging imperial trade. Various proposals were
put forward, with most of them calling for a single state with an imperial parliament
headquartered in London. Eventually, such proposals were never put into effect, and
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decolonisation would eventually happen to a vast majority of Britain's colonies beginning from
the mid 20th century.

The new parliament was envisioned to cooperatively deal with internal trade, foreign relations,
defense and other issues that affected the entire federation. The new parliament would have
representatives from India that would rule the latter directly, while the dominions such as
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Newfoundland, and South Africa as well as crown colonies
such as Cyprus, Gibraltar, Malta, and Singapore would have internal self-government, although
still accountable to this new parliament in London, similar to devolution that was granted to
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales during the late 20th century. In the Imperial Federation,
Ireland would also have self-government, which was expected to reduce demand for
independence in Ireland.

By the 1880s the British Empire covered a quarter of the world's land area, and included a fifth
of the world's population. There was no doubt about the vastness of the potential, and there was
agreement that opportunities were largely wasted because politically and constitutionally there
was no unity, no common policies, no agreed central direction, no "permanent binding force"
said Alfred Milner. Associations were formed and discussions were held to come up with a
solution.

The British Empire consisted of many colonies, several of which were largely self-governing
dominions (Canada, Newfoundland, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Straits Settlements).
Most were ruled by colonial officials including India, the West Indies, and Fiji. The future of the
empire remained uncertain, as it was unclear what the result would be if all colonies eventually
became self-governing. Among other concerns, it would be very difficult for British interests to
be maintained if every colony was essentially already sovereign.

Creating an Imperial Federation thus became a popular alternative proposal to colonial
imperialism. The plan was never firm, but the general proposal was to create a single federal
state among all colonies of the British Empire. The federation would have a common parliament
and would be governed as a superstate. Thus, Imperial unity could be maintained while still
allowing for democratic government. The colonies would increase their influence while Britain
would be able to share the costs of imperial defense. The best features of large states could be
combined with the best features of small states. It was seen as a method of solving the Home
Rule problem in Ireland, as England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland (along with the other
members of the Old Commonwealth) would have their own Parliaments. Westminster would
become a purely Imperial body.

Supporters of the Imperial Federation regarded the United Kingdom as having two possible
futures: imperial union of its colonies consisting of different ethnic groups and continued
long-term importance in global affairs, or imperial dissolution and the reduction of the status of
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the country to a second-class nation with little to no power projection. In response to claims that
geography was against federation on such a large scale, it was said that scientific
advancements would solve the difficulty. Edward Ellis Morris reminded listeners to his lecture in
1885 that it was now as easy to reach London from Melbourne or Singapore as it had been to
reach London from Orkney at the time of the Acts of Union 1707, or to reach Washington, D.C.
from San Francisco before 1869.

Albert Venn Dicey in 1897 proposed an Anglo-Saxon "intercitizenship" during an address to the
Fellows of All Souls at Oxford.

The Imperial Federation League was founded in London in 1884 and subsequent branches
were established in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Barbados, and British Guiana. While the
proposal was often associated with segments of the British Conservative Party, it was also
popular among Liberal Imperialists (proponents of New Imperialism) such as William Edward
Forster. Several members of the Imperial Federation League were motivated by
ethnonationalism, drawing inspiration from the writing of theorists such as Sir Charles Dilke and
John Robert Seeley to call for a "Greater Britain" which would also encompass the
predominantly white self-governing colonies and dominions. The League could not agree on its
primary role of focusing on either defense or trade, and was dissolved in 1893.

Canadian advocates of imperial federation were termed "Canadian Imperialists" and their
ideology was "Canadian Imperialism" in Canadian historiography since Carl Berger's 1970 book
The Sense of Power identified this as a separate ideology from Canadian nationalism. Noted
Canadian Imperialists included George Monro Grant, Sir George Robert Parkin, Stephen
Leacock, Sir Sam Hughes and George Taylor Denison III.

In 1900, Thomas Hedderwick, a Scottish Liberal Party MP, raised the issue in the British House
of Commons. Recalling to the House the contributions of Dadabhai Naoroji and Mancherjee
Bhownagree, Indian MPs serving in the House of Commons, Hedderwick mooted the possibility
that an autonomous India might one day be represented in an Imperial Parliament.

One of the main obstacles to the scheme was what one of its proponents, Richard Jebb, called
colonial nationalism. The granting of authority to a super-parliament composed of many
competing interests was seen by opponents as a compromise to the powers of the local
parliaments. Leading colonial supporters of imperial federation, such as Australian prime
minister Alfred Deakin and Canadian Minister of Militia and Defence Sir Sam Hughes, however
saw the movement as a way to increase the influence of the dominions over imperial defense
and foreign policy. The colonial branches of the Imperial Federation League in fact outlived the
demise of the home branch in London, which collapsed in 1896 when it failed to resolve internal
disputes over imperial trade policy.
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While Joseph Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the Colonies from 1895 to 1903, was
sympathetic to the idea, his proposals for a permanent Imperial Council or Council of the Empire
which would be a kind of Imperial Parliament passing policies that would bind colonial
governments, was rejected at the 1897 Colonial Conference and 1902 Colonial Conferences
due to fears that such a scheme would undermine the autonomy of colonies. Similarly,
proposals for centralizing the Empire's armed forces were also rejected as were his proposals
for an Empire customs union. At subsequent Imperial Conferences, proposals for Imperial
preferential trade were rejected by the British Liberal governments due to their preference for
international free trade. It would not be until the British Empire Economic Conference in 1932
that Imperial Preference would be implemented; however, the policy did not survive World War
II.

Support for imperial federation waned with World War I which produced greater feelings of
national identity in several dominions, Canada and Australia in particular. Defense concerns and
problems of imperial cooperation were partially resolved through the system of colonial or
Imperial Conferences and with growing sentiments by various dominion governments for greater
independence resulting in the Balfour Declaration of 1926 and the Statute of Westminster 1931.
It was last discussed seriously at the governmental level at the 1937 Imperial Conference where
it was dismissed.

The idea of Imperial unity was carried on after World War I by Lionel Curtis and the Round Table
movement, which continues to this day as a forum and promoter of the Commonwealth of
Nations and also by the Royal Commonwealth Society which continues to promote the
Commonwealth.

In recent years, following the United Kingdom's decision to leave the European Union, many of
the concepts behind the Imperial Federation have found a new life within the CANZUK
movement. Critics skeptical of the CANZUK movement make the argument that "distance and
the size of trading partners matter more than historical links in determining trading relationships
between countries". Conversely, advocates argue that technological advances now make it
possible to fly from the United Kingdom to Australia in under 24 hours, seriously overcoming the
limitation of distance which hampered the idea a century ago. They remark that internet and the
ability to instant message/call the other side of the world has greatly increased the connectivity
between these four countries. In August 2018 the Canadian Conservative Party proposed a
CANZUK Treaty which aims to achieve free trade in goods and services, visa-free travel
arrangements, reciprocal healthcare, increased consumer choice, increased travel protection
and security co-ordination between the four countries. The CANZUK treaty has some political
support in the minor political parties of other CANZUK countries, with the New Zealand ACT
Party, the British Unionist Party, and the UK Libertarian Party all explicitly stating their support
for CANZUK. The Australian Liberal Democrats have not referenced CANZUK directly but have
stated support for policies which align with the aims of CANZUK.”
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IMPERIAL FEDERATION LEAGUE
The Imperial Federation League was a 19th-century organization which aimed to promote the
reorganization of the British Empire into an Imperial Federation, similarly to the way the majority
of British North America confederated into the Dominion of Canada in the mid-19th century. The
League promoted the closer union of the British Empire and advocated the establishment of
"representative government" for the UK, Canada and the self-governing colonies of 'Australasia'
(Australia and New Zealand) and Cape Colony (the future Union of South Africa) within a single
state.

The League was cross-party and sought to avoid party politics. The Imperial Federation League
combined politicians, journalists, and intellectuals, like Sir John Robert Seeley, James Bryce,
Alfred Milner, Froude and Lord Tennyson.

Whilst branches of the Imperial Federation League spread throughout the Empire, a large
branch formed in Toronto in 1887. It was spurred on by a United States initiative for a
commercial union between the US and Canada. Dalton McCarthy MP was a founder of the IFL.
A Conservative MP initially, he ran a slate of McCarthyite candidates in the 1896 federal election
on an anti-Catholic platform but was the only one elected.

Prominent Canadian members included Sir Charles Tupper, Sir Sam Hughes, and both G.T.
Denison and his brother Frederick Charles Denison. George Robert Parkin would extensively
tour the empire speaking on behalf of the cause.

The annexation crises of the late 1880s and early 1890s were a particular concern of the
League.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Federation_League

BRITISH EMPIRE LEAGUE
“The League helped to mobilize troops during the Second Boer War and the First World War. At
Imperial Conferences between 1897 and 1911, it called, among other things, for the introduction
of an imperial penny post; later it called for preferential tariffs, putting forward a strong case at
the 1932 British Empire Economic Conference for the protection of the British film industry.

The League was active in the British dominions of Australia and Canada in the early part of the
twentieth century. Francis Bertie Boyce (1844-1931) was the first president of the British Empire
League in Australia, in 1901 (and also in 1909-11); George T. Denison (1839-1925) was the first
president of the League in Canada.
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The League's focus on the celebration of the birthday of Queen Victoria - 24 May - as a patriotic
holiday was, in Australia, not only an observance of the holiday in schools, but also a wider
opportunity to demonstrate loyalty to Britain; Empire Day was officially adopted by the Reid
government in 1905 and observed for more than fifty years. The League sponsored a monthly
Australian publication, United Australia, which featured on its cover Britannia and the motto
"One people one destiny".”

The British Empire League was a society founded by Lord Avebury (1834-1913), Lord Roberts
(1832-1914) and Lord Strathcona (1820-1914) in London in 1895 with the aim of securing
permanent unity for the British Empire. It was successor to the former Imperial Federation
League, which had broken up in 1893.

Presidents of the League included: Lord Derby (1841-1908), Lord Sydenham (1848-1933), and
the Duke of Devonshire (1833-1908); Vice-Presidents included: Bonar Law (1858-1923), Earl
Grey (1851-1917), and Arthur Balfour (1848-1930).

In 1947, the League merged with the Commonwealth Industries Association, retaining its name
until 1955.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire_League

CATO’S LETTERS
“Cato's Letters were essays by British writers John Trenchard and Thomas Gordon, first
published from 1720 to 1723 under the pseudonym of Cato (95–46 BC), the implacable foe of
Julius Caesar and a famously stalwart champion of Roman traditionalism (mos maiorum).

The Letters are considered a seminal work in the tradition of the Commonwealth men. The 144
essays were published originally in the London Journal, later in the British Journal, condemning
corruption and lack of morality within the British political system and warning against tyrannical
rule and abuse of power.

The Letters were collected and printed as Essays on Liberty, Civil and Religious. A measure of
their influence is attested by six editions printed by 1755. A generation later their arguments
immensely influenced the ideals of the American Revolution. According to Peter Karsten's
Patriot-Heroes in England and America, Cato's Letters were the most common holdings on the
bookcases of the founding fathers.

These letters also provided inspiration and ideals for the American Revolutionary generation.
The essays were distributed widely across the Thirteen Colonies, and frequently quoted in
newspapers from Boston to Savannah, Georgia. Renowned historian Clinton Rossiter stated "no
one can spend any time on the newspapers, library inventories, and pamphlets of colonial
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America without realizing that Cato's Letters rather than John Locke's Civil Government was the
most popular, quotable, esteemed source for political ideas in the colonial period."

The Cato Institute, a Washington, D.C., think tank founded by Edward H. Crane in 1977, takes
its name from Cato's Letters.

Unrelated to the Trenchard and Gordon letters, two different letter-writers in eighteenth-century
America also used Cato as a pseudonym in writing political letters for publication.

One "Cato" wrote a series of essays arguing against American independence in the
Pennsylvania Gazette, which were published in April 1776. According to Thomas Paine
biographer Moncure D. Conway, this "Cato" was Reverend Dr. William Smith, an influential
Anglican minister in Philadelphia. His views were opposed in letters signed by "The Forester,"
apparently Paine.

Cato was later used as a pseudonym in a series of letters to the New York Journal in 1787 and
1788 opposing James Madison's views and urging against ratification of the United States
Constitution (the view known as Anti-Federalism). Many historians attribute these letters to
George Clinton, though their authorship has not been definitively proven. Alexander Hamilton
published responses to these letters under the pseudonym "Caesar."”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cato%27s_Letters

EMPIRE MARKETING BOARD
“The Empire Marketing Board was formed in May 1926 by the Colonial Secretary Leo Amery to
promote intra-Empire trade and to persuade consumers to 'Buy Empire'. It was established as a
substitute for tariff reform and protectionist legislation and this is why it was eventually abolished
in 1933, as a system of imperial preference replaced free trade. During its brief existence, the
Empire Marketing Board was unsuccessful in raising Britain's imports of products from the
Empire.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_Marketing_Board

BRITISH EMPIRE ECONOMIC CONFERENCE
“The British Empire Economic Conference (also known as the Imperial Economic Conference or
Ottawa Conference) was a 1932 conference of British colonies and dominions held to discuss
the Great Depression. It was held between 21 July and 20 August in Ottawa.

The conference saw the group admit the failure of the gold standard and abandon attempts to
return to it. The meeting also worked to establish a zone of limited tariffs within the British
Empire, but with high tariffs with the rest of the world. This was called "Imperial preference" or
"Empire Free-Trade" on the principle of "home producers first, empire producers second, and
foreign producers last". The result of the conference was a series of bilateral agreements that
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would last for at least 5 years. This abandonment of open free trade led to a split in the British
National Government coalition: the Official Liberals under Herbert Samuel left the Government,
but the National Liberals under Sir John Simon remained.

The conference was especially notable for its adoption of Keynesian ideas such as lowering
interest rates, increasing the money supply, and expanding government spending.

The conference was hosted by the Governor General of Canada, The Earl of Bessborough,
representing King George V and included the Prime Ministers and other leaders of the Empire
and members of their respective cabinets.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire_Economic_Conference

COMMONWEALTH BANK NOTES
“Commonwealth banknote-issuing institutions also British Empire Paper Currency Issuers
comprises a list of public, private, state-owned banks and other government bodies and
Currency Boards who issued legal tender: banknotes.

Canada
● Bank of Canada
● Canadian banknote issuers

Connecticut
Delaware
Georgia
Hudson's Bay Company
Jamaica

● Bank of Jamaica (Trading bank)
● Bank of Jamaica (Central bank)
● The Bank of Nova Scotia
● Barclays Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas)
● The Canadian Bank of Commerce
● Colonial Bank
● Island Treasury
● London and Colonial Bank Limited
● Planters' Bank
● The Royal Bank of Canada

Lower Canada
● Bank of Montreal

Manitoba
Maryland
Massachusetts
New Brunswick
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Newfoundland
● The Bank of British North America
● Commercial Bank of Newfoundland suspended operations on 10 Dec 1894.
● The Government of Newfoundland
● Union Bank of Newfoundland suspended operations on 10 Dec 1894.

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
Nova Scotia
Ontario

● Bank of Toronto
Pennsylvania
Prince Edward Island
Quebec

● Bank of Montreal
Rhode Island
Saskatchewan
South Carolina
Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_banknote-issuing_institutions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_banknote_issuers

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE
“Imperial Preference was a system of mutual tariff reduction enacted throughout the British
Empire following the Ottawa Conference of 1932. As Commonwealth Preference, the proposal
was later revived in regard to the members of the Commonwealth of Nations. Joseph
Chamberlain, the powerful colonial secretary from 1895 until 1903, argued vigorously that
Britain could compete with its growing industrial rivals (chiefly the United States and Germany)
and thus maintain Great Power status. The best way to do so would be to enhance internal
trade inside the worldwide British Empire, with emphasis on the more developed areas —
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and South Africa — that had attracted large numbers of British
settlers.

The Dominions enacted policies of imperial preference in the late 19th and early 20th century:
Canada (1897), New Zealand (1903), South Africa (1903), and Australia (1907). Due to its
commitments to free trade, Britain did not reciprocate these trade policies until the 1932 Ottawa
Conference amid the Great Depression.

The Ottawa Agreement had little, if any, effect on intra-Empire trade.”
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“The Italian Empire, Spain, Portugal, France, Japan, and the United States all had varying
degrees of preference between their mainland and their colonies.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Preference

COMMONWEALTH FREE TRADE
“Commonwealth free trade is the process or proposal of removing barriers of trade between
member states of the Commonwealth of Nations. The preferential trade regime within the British
Empire continued in some form amongst Commonwealth nations under the Imperial Preference
system, until that system was dismantled after World War II due to changes in geopolitics and
the pattern of global trade, and the United Kingdom's entry into the European Economic
Community. The idea of promoting renewed inter-Commonwealth trade emerged in the late 20th
century as a response to the evolution of the global economy. At one extreme, proposals have
been raised for the creation of a multilateral free trade area comprising all member states of the
Commonwealth of Nations.

Today, most Commonwealth countries are pursuing regional integration projects, including the
European Union (2 members), Caribbean Community (12 members), Southern African Customs
Union (5 members), East African Community (4 members), and the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (4 members). However, at the 2005 Summit in Malta, the heads of
government endorsed Commonwealth members pursuing free trade amongst one another in
order to assist the development of poorest members by allowing them duty-free and quota-free
access to the markets of developing and developed countries. The heads of government also
endorsed looking into ways the organization can strengthen dialogue, networking, and
collaboration on trade and economic issues between Commonwealth members.

The concept of a multilateral Commonwealth free trade area has recently become popularized
in Britain among Eurosceptics who campaigned for withdrawal from the EU prior to the UK's EU
membership referendum, which resulted in the decision to leave.

Throughout the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries, Britain exercised an informal trade system with
her colonies and self-governing dominions.

During the early 20th century, several political figures in Britain, led by Joseph Chamberlain,
argued for a policy of Imperial Preference – both to promote unity within the British Empire, and
to assure Britain's position as a world power. The policy was controversial as it pitted
proponents of Imperial trade with those who sought a general policy of trade liberalization with
all nations.

The schism helped contribute to the defeat of Prime Minister Arthur Balfour and his
Conservative-Unionist government in the 1906 general election, and had serious ramifications
for Conservative prospects in the 1923 and 1929 general elections. One notable victory had
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been the establishment of the Empire Marketing Board in 1926, which encouraged Britons to
'Buy Empire'.

In 1930, Oswald Mosley and several junior ministers in the Labour government issued the
Mosley Memorandum proposing a reform of the British Empire and its Dominions into an
autarkic trading bloc, alongside extensive public works programs funded by high loans and
better pensions to reverse interwar unemployment and poverty. The Memorandum was rejected
by the Cabinet under Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald and Chancellor of the Exchequer
Philip Snowden on grounds of cost and deficit, and was also rejected by the Parliamentary
Labour Party and the National Executive Committee. Mosley subsequently departed the Labour
Party to form the New Party, and later became the founder of the British Union of Fascists.

In 1933, in the midst of the Great Depression, representatives of Britain, the Dominions, and the
Colonies met in Ottawa, Canada, to hold the Commonwealth Conference on Economic
Consultation and Cooperation. There had been an initial agreement on Imperial Preference, but
a comprehensive agreement failed to materialize. Many of the Dominion leaders attributed this
to the attitude of the British Dominions Secretary J. H. Thomas during the negotiations.

In 1935, the Canadian Prime Minister, R. B. Bennett, a Conservative who endorsed Imperial
Preference, was replaced by a Liberal, William Lyon Mackenzie King. King responded to
pressure from U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull and abandoned Imperial Preference.

In the case of the Commonwealth, the United States was hostile to it from its inception,
notwithstanding the fact that in the cases of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa,
there was an overwhelming preference for a trade system based on the United Kingdom rather
than the U.S.”

“Commonwealth trade, as such, has not been a notable policy position in Canada since the
failed Diefenbaker proposal of the 1950s. Instead, Canada has pursued deep economic
integration with the United States on the one hand (including the Canada–United States Free
Trade Agreement in 1988, the North American Free Trade Agreement in 1994, and the United
States–Mexico–Canada Agreement in 2018), and a generalized diversification of trade on the
other hand including the "third option" policy of the 1970 (a failed attempt to diversify Canada's
trade via negotiations with Japan and the European Economic Community). This has been
reinforced with a new wave of free trade agreements following NAFTA in 1994, including five
Latin American countries, the European Free Trade Association and more recently the
European Union, as well the failed Free Trade Area of the Americas in the early 2000s, and
negotiations towards the Trans-Pacific Partnership since 2012.

In 2005, Canadian writer and political activist Brent H. Cameron wrote 'The Case for
Commonwealth Free Trade', which argued the merits of establishing a trade and investment
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agreement that would initially combine the most developed member economies (Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, Singapore) but could eventually include developing members such as
India and South Africa. Cameron conceded that UK participation would be difficult with
European Union (EU) membership, but suggested that it be included if Britain were to exit that
agreement:

"It is proposed that a CFTA membership and expansion be conducted in four distinct phases:
Phase 1 would see the creation of an initial grouping of four nations - Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, and the United Kingdom. This grouping represents the most affluent and industrialized
economies of the Commonwealth. Combined with stable political, judicial and social institutions,
their ability to quickly integrate into a CFTA is vitally important if the organization is to have the
ability to expand and succeed."

As of 2013, 75% of Canadian trade takes place with countries which Canada has a free trade
agreement, but this does not include any Commonwealth members. As of 2013 Canada is
currently in negotiations with the Caribbean Community (primarily Commonwealth countries), as
well as India and Singapore. As of 2021 Canada has signed free trade agreements with the
European Union (Malta and Cyprus are Commonwealth members). This initially included the UK
but following Brexit, a deal was signed directly between Canada and the UK.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_free_trade

BRITISH UNION OF FASCISTS
“The British Union of Fascists (BUF) was a British fascist political party formed in 1932 by
Oswald Mosley. Mosley changed its name to the British Union of Fascists and National
Socialists in 1936 and, in 1937, to the British Union. In 1939, following the start of the Second
World War, the party was proscribed by the British government and in 1940 it was disbanded.

The BUF emerged in 1932 from the electoral defeat of its antecedent, the New Party, in the
1931 general election. The BUF's foundation was initially met with popular support, and it
attracted a sizeable following, with the party claiming 50,000 members at one point. The press
baron Lord Rothermere was a notable early supporter. As the party became increasingly radical,
however, support declined. The Olympia Rally of 1934, in which a number of anti-fascist
protestors were attacked by the paramilitary wing of the BUF, the Fascist Defence Force,
isolated the party from much of its following. The party's embrace of Nazi-style antisemitism in
1936 led to increasingly violent anti-fascist confrontations, notably the 1936 Battle of Cable
Street in London's East End. The Public Order Act 1936, which banned political uniforms and
responded to increasing political violence, had a particularly strong effect on the BUF whose
supporters were known as "Blackshirts" after the uniforms they wore.

Growing British hostility towards Nazi Germany, with which the British press persistently
associated the BUF, further contributed to the decline of the movement's membership. It was
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finally banned by the British government on 23 May 1940 after the start of the Second World
War, amid suspicion that its remaining supporters might form a pro-Nazi "fifth column". A
number of prominent BUF members were arrested and interned under Defence Regulation 18B.

Oswald Mosley was the youngest elected Conservative MP before crossing the floor in 1922,
joining first Labour and, shortly afterward, the Independent Labour Party. He became Chancellor
of the Duchy of Lancaster in Ramsay MacDonald's Labour government, advising on rising
unemployment.

In 1930, Mosley issued his Mosley Memorandum, which fused protectionism with a
proto-Keynesian programme of policies designed to tackle the problem of unemployment, and
he resigned from the Labour Party soon after, in early 1931, when the plans were rejected. He
immediately formed the New Party, with policies based on his memorandum. The party won
16% of the vote at a by-election in Ashton-under-Lyne in early 1931; however, it failed to
achieve any other electoral success.

During 1931, the New Party became increasingly influenced by fascism. The following year,
after a January 1932 visit to Benito Mussolini in Italy, Mosley's own conversion to fascism was
confirmed. He wound up the New Party in April, but preserved its youth movement, which would
form the core of the BUF, intact. He spent the summer that year writing a fascist programme,
The Greater Britain, and this formed the basis of policy of the BUF, which was launched on 1
October 1932 at 12 Great George Street in London

The BUF claimed 50,000 members at one point, and the Daily Mail, running the headline
"Hurrah for the Blackshirts!", was an early supporter. The first Director of Propaganda,
appointed in February 1933, was Wilfred Risdon, who was responsible for organizing all of
Mosley's public meetings. Despite strong resistance from anti-fascists, including the local
Jewish community, the Labour Party, the Independent Labour Party, and the Communist Party
of Great Britain, the BUF found a following in the East End of London, where in the London
County Council elections of March 1937, it obtained reasonably successful results in Bethnal
Green, Shoreditch, and Limehouse, polling almost 8,000 votes, although none of its candidates
was elected. The BUF did elect a few councilors at local government level during the 1930s
(including Charles Bentinck Budd (Worthing, Sussex), 1934; Ronald Creasy (Eye, Suffolk),
1938) but did not win any parliamentary seats. Two former members of the BUF, Major Sir
Jocelyn Lucas and Harold Soref, were later elected as Conservative Members of Parliament
(MPs).

Having lost the funding of newspaper magnate Lord Rothermere that it had previously enjoyed,
at the 1935 general election the party urged voters to abstain, calling for "Fascism Next Time".
There never was a "next time" as the next general election was not held until July 1945, five
years after the dissolution of the BUF.
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Towards the middle of the 1930s, the BUF's violent clashes with opponents began to alienate
some middle-class supporters, and membership decreased. At the Olympia rally in London, in
1934, BUF stewards violently ejected anti-fascist disrupters, and this led the Daily Mail to
withdraw its support for the movement. The level of violence shown at the rally shocked many,
with the effect of turning neutral parties against the BUF and contributing to anti-fascist support.
One observer claimed: "I came to the conclusion that Mosley was a political maniac, and that all
decent English people must combine to kill his movement."

In Belfast in April 1934 an autonomous wing of the party in Northern Ireland called the "Ulster
Fascists" was founded. The branch was a failure and became virtually extinct after less than a
year in existence. It had ties with the Blueshirts in the Irish Free State and voiced support for a
United Ireland, describing the partition of Ireland as "an insurmountable barrier to peace, and
prosperity in Ireland". Its logo was a fasces on a Red Hand of Ulster.

The BUF became more antisemitic over 1934–35 owing to the growing influence of Nazi
sympathizers within the party, such as William Joyce and John Beckett, which provoked the
resignation of members such as Dr. Robert Forgan. This antisemitic emphasis and these
high-profile resignations resulted in a significant decline in membership, dropping to below
8,000 by the end of 1935, and, ultimately, Mosley shifted the party's focus back to mainstream
politics. There were frequent and continuous violent clashes between BUF party members and
anti-fascist protesters, most famously at the Battle of Cable Street in October 1936, when
organized anti-fascists prevented the BUF from marching through Cable Street. However, the
party later staged other marches through the East End without incident, albeit not on Cable
Street itself.

BUF support for Edward VIII and the peace campaign to prevent a second World War saw
membership and public support rise once more. The government was sufficiently concerned by
the party's growing prominence to pass the Public Order Act 1936, which banned political
uniforms and required police consent for political marches.

In 1937, William Joyce and other Nazi sympathizers split from the party to form the National
Socialist League, which quickly folded, with most of its members interned. Mosley later
denounced Joyce as a traitor and condemned him for his extreme antisemitism. The historian
Stephen Dorril revealed in his book Blackshirts that secret envoys from the Nazis had donated
about £50,000 to the BUF.

By 1939, total BUF membership had declined to just 20,000. On 23 May 1940, the BUF was
banned outright by the government via Defence Regulation 18B and Mosley, along with 740
other fascists, was interned for much of the Second World War. After the war, Mosley made
several unsuccessful attempts to return to politics, such as via the Union Movement.
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LEAGUE OF SAINT GEORGE
The League was formed around 1974 as a political club by Keith Thompson and Mike Griffin as
a breakaway from the Action Party, founded by British fascist Oswald Mosley. The League
sought to continue what it saw as a purer form of the ideas of Mosley than those offered by then
leader Jeffrey Hamm. In the 1970s the League became a political home for the more intellectual
adherents of "Neo-Nazi" ideology, particularly those who wanted a united Europe with a
European-derived population, a continuation of Mosley's Europe a Nation policy. Alongside this
the League also followed Mosley's lead in endorsing Irish republicanism, something of a change
from their contemporaries in the British far right who reserved their support for Ulster loyalism.
The League was never intended to be a political party, but more of a social, intellectual, and
cultural organization, albeit with the ultimate political aim of promoting European people and
their culture. Intended as an exclusive club for what were seen as the leading minds on the
British far right, its membership tended to be restricted to around 50–100 members. Indeed,
membership of the League was restricted to those invited to join only.

The group often had a torrid relationship with the far right parties, and indeed the National Front
barred its members from joining the League in 1977. Around this time Spearhead even included
articles claiming that the League was in fact a cult dominated by clandestine leaders, secret
oaths and profane initiation ceremonies. Nonetheless, individual members maintained ties to
both organizations, with some contributing to both Spearhead and The League Review.
Similarly the British Movement, which had originally co-operated with the League, eventually
severed its ties over the Northern Irish issue. The Enemy Within is an account of the League of
St George written by a former member, the cartoonist Robert Edwards, who founded the
pro-Mosley European Action UK pressure group in 2005
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/League_of_Saint_George

COLUMN 88
A secret Nazi underground group, the origins of Column 88 have been given as early as 1945.
Indeed, Gerry Gable has claimed that Colin Jordan was sworn in as a member of this secret
society as a nineteen-year-old. According to historian Richard Thurlow, Column 88 took their
name from a group of Austrians who set up an underground group of this name in 1934 when
the Austrian government banned the Nazi Party.

Open activity, however, did not start until 1970 when it took charge of elements of the National
Socialist Group, a secret paramilitary grouping associated with the British Movement. The
founders of this more organized group had been followers of Colin Jordan who had become
disillusioned with their former leader after he began to moderate his public utterances in the
wake of the 1965 and 1968 Race Relations Acts. One of their major critiques of Jordan was his

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE RESULTING CORRUPTION IN CANADA

17

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Union_of_Fascists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/League_of_Saint_George


decision two years earlier to disband the National Socialist Movement in order to establish the
British Movement, an action which they interpreted as a retreat from Nazism.

According to one report, "Column 88, was connected with the Gladio networks. These networks
were set up after the Second World War, with the support of the US Central Intelligence Agency,
by a number of powers, both within and outside NATO as anti-communist resistance bodies".
According to another report, Major Ian Souter Clarence, a former Special Forces Officer,
"helped set up Column 88 in the 1960s as the British section of Gladio".
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Column_88
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arrow_Cross

OPERATION GLADIO
“Operation Gladio was the codename for clandestine "stay-behind" operations of armed
resistance that were organized by the Western Union (WU), and subsequently by NATO and the
CIA, in collaboration with several European intelligence agencies during the Cold War. The
operation was designed for a potential Warsaw Pact invasion and conquest of Europe. Although
Gladio specifically refers to the Italian branch of the NATO stay-behind organizations,
"Operation Gladio" is used as an informal name for all of them. Stay-behind operations were
prepared in many NATO member countries, and some neutral countries.

During the Cold War, anti-communist armed groups engaged in attacks on left-wing parties with
torture, terrorist attacks, and massacres in countries such as Italy. The role of the CIA and other
intelligence organizations in Gladio—the extent of its activities during the Cold War era and any
responsibility for terrorist attacks perpetrated in Italy during the "Years of Lead" (late
1960s–early 1980s)—is the subject of debate.

The US State Department published a communiqué in January 2006 that stated claims the
United States ordered, supported, or authorized terrorism by stay-behind units, and
US-sponsored "false flag" operations are rehashed former Soviet disinformation based on
documents that the Soviets forged.

The word gladio is the Italian form of gladius, a type of Roman shortsword.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Gladio

OPERATION PAPERCLIP
“Operation Paperclip was a secret United States intelligence program in which more than 1,600
German scientists, engineers, and technicians were taken from the former Nazi Germany to the
U.S. for government employment after the end of World War II in Europe, between 1945 and
1959. Conducted by the Joint Intelligence Objectives Agency (JIOA), it was largely carried out
by special agents of the U.S. Army's Counterintelligence Corps (CIC). Many of these personnel
were former members and some were former leaders of the Nazi Party.”
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PROJECT CHATTER
“Project Chatter was a United States Navy program beginning in the fall of 1947 focusing on the
identification and testing of drugs in interrogations and the recruitment of agents. Their search
included laboratory experiments on both animal and human subjects. The program operated
under the direction of Charles Savage of the Naval Medical Research Institute, Bethesda,
Maryland, from 1947 to 1953. The project was geared to identifying agents both synthetic and
natural that were effective during interrogation, as well as testing possible treatments for
depression. The project was centered on, but not restricted to, the use of anabasine (an
alkaloid), scopolamine and mescaline. It was the first U.S. government project in which Lysergic
acid diethylamide (LSD-25) was used on human subjects. The Navy ended the project in 1953
when its experiments were merged into Project MKULTRA.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_CHATTER

OPERATION MK ULTRA
“Project MKUltra (or MK-Ultra) was an illegal human experimentation program designed and
undertaken by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), intended to develop procedures and
identify drugs that could be used during interrogations to weaken people and force confessions
through brainwashing and psychological torture . It began in 1953 and was halted in 1973.
MKUltra used numerous methods to manipulate its subjects' mental states and brain functions,
such as the covert administration of high doses of psychoactive drugs (especially LSD) and
other chemicals without the subjects' consent, electroshocks, hypnosis, sensory deprivation,
isolation, verbal and sexual abuse, and other forms of torture.

MKUltra was preceded by two drug-related experiments, Project Bluebird and Project
ARTICHOKE. It was organized through the CIA's Office of Scientific Intelligence and
coordinated with the United States Army Biological Warfare Laboratories. The program engaged
in illegal activities, including the use of U.S. and Canadian citizens as unwitting test subjects.
MKUltra's scope was broad, with activities carried out under the guise of research at more than
80 institutions aside from the military, including colleges and universities, hospitals, prisons, and
pharmaceutical companies. The CIA operated using front organizations, although some top
officials at these institutions were aware of the CIA's involvement.

MKUltra was first brought to public attention in 1975 by the Church Committee of the United
States Congress and Gerald Ford's United States President's Commission on CIA activities
within the United States (also known as the Rockefeller Commission). Investigative efforts were
hampered by CIA Director Richard Helms's order that all MKUltra files be destroyed in 1973; the
Church Committee and Rockefeller Commission investigations relied on the sworn testimony of
direct participants and on the small number of documents that survived Helms's order. In 1977,
a Freedom of Information Act request uncovered a cache of 20,000 documents relating to
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MKUltra, which led to Senate hearings. Some surviving information about MKUltra was
declassified in July 2001.

In 1964, MKSEARCH was the name given to the continuation of the MKULTRA program. The
MKSEARCH program was divided into two projects dubbed MKOFTEN and MKCHICKWIT.
Funding for MKSEARCH commenced in 1965, and ended in 1971. The project was a joint
project between the U.S. Army Chemical Corps and the CIA's Office of Research and
Development to find new offensive-use agents, with a focus on incapacitating agents. Its
purpose was to develop, test, and evaluate capabilities in the covert use of biological, chemical,
and radioactive material systems and techniques of producing predictable human behavioral
and/or physiological changes in support of highly sensitive operational requirements.

By March 1971 over 26,000 potential agents had been acquired for future screening. The CIA
was interested in bird migration patterns for chemical and biological warfare (CBW) research;
subproject 139 designated "Bird Disease Studies" at Penn State.

MKOFTEN was to deal with testing and toxicological transmissivity and behavioral effects of
drugs in animals and, ultimately, humans.

MKCHICKWIT was concerned with acquiring information on new drug developments in Europe
and Asia, and with acquiring samples.”

“The CIA exported experiments to Canada when they recruited British psychiatrist Donald Ewen
Cameron, creator of the "psychic driving" concept, which the CIA found interesting. Cameron
had been hoping to correct schizophrenia by erasing existing memories and reprogramming the
psyche. He commuted from Albany, New York to Montreal every week to work at the Allan
Memorial Institute of McGill University, and was paid $69,000 from 1957 to 1964 (US$579,480
in 2021, adjusted for inflation) to carry out MKUltra experiments there, the Montreal
experiments. These research funds were sent to Cameron by a CIA front organization, the
Society for the Investigation of Human Ecology, and as shown in internal CIA documents,
Cameron did not know the money came from the CIA.

In addition to LSD, Cameron also experimented with various paralytic drugs as well as
electroconvulsive therapy at thirty to forty times the normal power. His "driving" experiments
consisted of putting subjects into drug-induced comas for weeks at a time (up to three months in
one case) while playing tape loops of noise or simple repetitive statements. His experiments
were often carried out on patients who entered the institute for common problems such as
anxiety disorders and postpartum depression, many of whom suffered permanent effects from
his actions.: 140–150  His treatments resulted in victims' urinary incontinence, amnesia,
forgetting how to talk, forgetting their parents and thinking their interrogators were their parents.
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During this era, Cameron became known worldwide as the first chairman of the World
Psychiatric Association as well as president of both the American Psychiatric Association and
the Canadian Psychiatric Association. Cameron was also a member of the Nuremberg medical
tribunal in 1946–1947.

His work was inspired and paralleled by the British psychiatrist William Sargant at St Thomas'
Hospital, London, and Belmont Hospital, Sutton, who was also involved in the Secret
Intelligence Service and who experimented on his patients without their consent, causing similar
long-term damage.

In the 1980s, several of Cameron's former patients sued the CIA for damages, which the
Canadian news program The Fifth Estate documented. Their experiences and lawsuit were
adapted in the 1998 television miniseries The Sleep Room.

Naomi Klein argues in her book The Shock Doctrine that Cameron's research and his
contribution to the MKUltra project was not about mind control and brainwashing, but about
designing "a scientifically based system for extracting information from 'resistant sources'. In
other words, torture."

Alfred W. McCoy writes, "Stripped of its bizarre excesses, Dr. Cameron's experiments, building
upon Donald O. Hebb's earlier breakthrough, laid the scientific foundation for the CIA's
two-stage psychological torture method", referring to first creating a state of disorientation in the
subject, and then creating a situation of "self-inflicted" discomfort in which the disoriented
subject can alleviate pain by capitulating.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MKUltra

PROJECT ARTICHOKE
“Project Artichoke (also referred to as Operation Artichoke) was a project developed and
enacted by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) for the purpose of researching methods of
interrogation.

Preceded by Project Bluebird, Project Artichoke officially arose on August 20, 1951 and was
operated by the CIA's Office of Scientific Intelligence. The primary goal of Project Artichoke was
to determine whether a person could be involuntarily made to perform an act of attempted
assassination. The project also studied the effects of hypnosis, forced addiction to (and
subsequent withdrawal from) morphine, and other chemicals, including LSD, to produce
amnesia and other vulnerable states in subjects.

Project Artichoke was succeeded by Project MKUltra, which began in 1953.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Artichoke
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PROJECT MKNAOMI
MKNAOMI is the code name for a joint Department of Defense/CIA research program from the
1950s through to the 1970s. Unclassified information about the MKNAOMI program and the
related Special Operations Division is scarce. It is generally reported to be a successor to the
MKULTRA project focusing on biological projects including biological warfare
agents—specifically, to store materials that could either incapacitate or kill a test subject and to
develop devices for the diffusion of such materials.

During its first twenty years, the CIA engaged in projects designed to increase U.S. biological
and chemical warfare capabilities. Project MKNAOMI was initiated to provide the CIA with a
covert support base to meet its top-secret operational requirements. The goal was to have a
robust arsenal of lethal and incapacitating materials within the CIA's Technical Services Division
(TSD). This would enable the TSD to serve as a center for supplying biological and chemical
materials.

Surveillance, testing, upgrading and the evaluation of special materials and items were provided
by MKNAOMI to ensure that no defects or unwanted contingencies emerged during operational
conditions. The U.S. Army's Special Operations Command (SOC) was assigned to assist the
CIA with development, testing and maintenance procedures for the biological agents and
delivery systems (1952). Both the CIA and SOC modified guns to fire special darts coated with
biological agents and poisonous pills. The darts could incapacitate guard dogs, allowing agents
to infiltrate the area that the dogs were guarding, and would then be used to awaken the dogs
upon exiting the facility. In addition, the SOC was designated to research the potential to use
biological agents against other animals and crops.

A 1967 CIA memo which was uncovered by the Church Committee contained evidence of at
least three covert techniques for attacking and poisoning crops that had been tested under field
conditions. On November 25, 1969, President Richard Nixon banned any military use of
biological weapons and Project MKNAOMI was dissolved. On February 14, 1970, a presidential
order outlawed all stockpiles of bacteriological weapons and nonliving toxins. However, despite
the presidential order, a CIA scientist was able to acquire an estimated 11 grams of deadly
shellfish toxin from SOC personnel at Fort Detrick. The toxin was stored in a CIA laboratory
where it remained undetected for over five years.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MKNAOMI

THE SOCIETY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. GEORGE’S AND DESCENDENTS OF KNIGHTS OF
THE GARTER
A group known as the Association of the Descendants of the Knights of the Garter was founded
in the 1920s, composed of knights (KG) and ladies (LG) of the order, and their descendants.
Another group known as the Friends of St George's was founded in 1931 to support the college
by raising funds to "protect, preserve and enhance" the chapel as the physical and spiritual
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center of the order. The two groups accomplished their missions separately until 1934 when
they merged as The Society of the Friends of St George's with which is amalgamated the
Association of the Descendants of the Knights of the Garter.

The society was founded with the mission to continue the support of the college and historic
chapel. The society shares with the order its patron Saint George the Martyr, the motto Honi soit
qui mal y pense (Shame be to him who thinks evil of it), and the insignia of the garter.

The society changed its name a last time in 1966 when it was designated by the Charity
Commission for England and Wales as a charity. After celebrating its 75th anniversary in 2006,
the society became a constituent group of the foundation in 2007 when it completed its change
in corporate governance.

A separate Philadelphia-based group, the Society of Descendants of Knights of the Most Noble
Order of the Garter, was founded in 1929 according to the group, the Hereditary Society Blue
Book and the Hereditary Society Community of the United States of America.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Society_of_the_Friends_of_St_George%27s_and_Descendan
ts_of_the_Knights_of_the_Garter

ORDER OF THE GARTER
“The Most Noble Order of the Garter is an order of chivalry founded by Edward III of England in
1348. It is the most senior order of knighthood in the British honours system, outranked in
precedence only by the Victoria Cross and the George Cross. The Order of the Garter is
dedicated to the image and arms of Saint George, England's patron saint.

Appointments are at the sovereign's sole discretion and are usually in recognition of a national
contribution, for public service, or for personal service to the sovereign. Membership of the order
is limited to the sovereign, the Prince of Wales, and no more than 24 living members, or
Companions. The order also includes supernumerary knights and ladies (e.g., members of the
British royal family and foreign monarchs).

The order's emblem is a garter with the motto Honi soit qui mal y pense (Middle French for
'Shame on him who thinks evil of it') in gold lettering. Members of the order wear it on
ceremonial occasions.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Garter

ORDER OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE
“The Order of the Golden Fleece was established on 10 January 1430, by Philip the Good,
Duke of Burgundy (on the occasion of his wedding to Isabella of Portugal), in celebration of the
prosperous and wealthy domains united in his person that ran from Flanders to Switzerland.
The jester and dwarf Madame d'Or performed at the creation of the order of the Golden Fleece
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in Bruges. It is restricted to a limited number of knights, initially 24 but increased to 30 in 1433,
and 50 in 1516, plus the sovereign. The order's first king of arms was Jean Le Fèvre de
Saint-Remy. It received further privileges unusual to any order of knighthood: the sovereign
undertook to consult the order before going to war; all disputes between the knights were to be
settled by the order; at each chapter the deeds of each knight were held in review, and
punishments and admonitions were dealt out to offenders, and to this the sovereign was
expressly subject; the knights could claim as of right to be tried by their fellows on charges of
rebellion, heresy and treason, and Charles V conferred on the order exclusive jurisdiction over
all crimes committed by the knights; the arrest of the offender had to be by warrant signed by at
least six knights, and during the process of charge and trial he remained not in prison but in the
gentle custody of his fellow knights. The order, conceived in an ecclesiastical spirit in which
mass and obsequies were prominent and the knights were seated in choirstalls like canons, was
explicitly denied to heretics, and so became an exclusively Catholic honour during the
Reformation. The officers of the order were the chancellor, the treasurer, the registrar, and the
king of arms (herald, toison d'or).”

TOISON D’OR KING OF ARMS
“The office called Toison d'or was that of the King of Arms of the Order of the Golden Fleece.
Founded in 1431, it was one of the four offices of the Order. The Toison d'or King of Arms was
also the primary King of Arms for the Duchy of Burgundy and the Southern Netherlands, and
held precedence over all other officers of arms of those lands.

The order's first King of Arms was Jean Le Fèvre de Saint-Remy. He was appointed following
the foundation of the Order in 1430 by Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy, at the Order's
chapter meeting in Lille in November 1431.

The name of the office was inspired by the Garter King of Arms, as they are both named after
the order they are officers of arms to.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toison_d%27or_King_of_Arms

GARTER PRINCIPAL KING OF ARMS
The Garter Principal King of Arms (also Garter King of Arms or simply Garter) is the senior King
of Arms, and the senior Officer of Arms of the College of Arms, the heraldic authority with
jurisdiction over England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The position has existed since 1415.

Garter is responsible to the Earl Marshal for the running of the college. He is the principal
adviser to the sovereign of the United Kingdom with respect to ceremonial and heraldry, with
specific responsibility for England, Wales and Northern Ireland, and, with the exception of
Canada, for Commonwealth realms of which the King is Sovereign. He also serves as the King
of Arms of the Order of the Garter and his seal and signature appear on all grants of arms made
by the college.
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On the death of the British monarch it is the Garter's duty to proclaim the new monarch. Initially,
the Accession Council meets at St James's Palace in central London to declare the new
monarch from the deceased monarch's line. Once the new monarch has made a sacred oath
before the council, Garter King of Arms steps out into the Proclamation Gallery which overlooks
Friary Court to proclaim the new monarch.

The current Garter Principal King of Arms is David White.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garter_Principal_King_of_Arms

EARL MARSHAL
“Earl Marshal (alternatively marschal or marischal) is a hereditary royal officeholder and chivalric
title under the sovereign of the United Kingdom used in England (then, following the Act of
Union 1800, in the United Kingdom). He is the eighth of the great officers of State in the United
Kingdom, ranking beneath the Lord High Constable of England and above the Lord High
Admiral. The dukes of Norfolk have held the office since 1672.

The marshal was originally responsible, along with the constable, for the monarch's horses and
stables including connected military operations. As a result of the decline of chivalry and
sociocultural change, the position of earl marshal has evolved and among his responsibilities
today is the organization of major ceremonial state occasions such as the monarch's coronation
in Westminster Abbey and state funerals. He is also the leading officer of arms and oversees
the College of Arms. He is the sole judge of the High Court of Chivalry.

The current earl marshal is Edward Fitzalan-Howard, 18th Duke of Norfolk, who inherited the
position in June 2002. There was formerly an Earl Marshal of Ireland and Earl Marischal of
Scotland.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_Marshal

GREAT OFFICERS OF STATE
“In the United Kingdom, the Great Officers of State are traditional ministers of the Crown who
either inherit their positions or are appointed to exercise certain largely ceremonial functions or
to operate as members of the government. Separate Great Officers exist for England and
Wales, Scotland, and formerly for Ireland, though some exist for Great Britain and the United
Kingdom as a whole.”

“The Lord High Steward (formally the Lord High Steward of England) has the sole power to
preside over the impeachment trials of peers, the last of which happened in 1806. The most
visible duty of the Lord High Steward today, even though purely ceremonial, is bearing St
Edward's Crown at the coronations of monarchs.
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The Lord High Stewardship was held by the Earls of Leicester until 1399, when it was merged
into the Crown. Since 1421, the office is vested during coronations (and in the past for the trial
of peers), and is otherwise left vacant.

Lord High Chancellor
The Lord Chancellor (formally the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain) is the most important of
the Great Officers: he is the cabinet minister responsible for the Ministry of Justice (formerly the
Lord Chancellor's Department and the Department for Constitutional Affairs), and formally the
Keeper of the Great Seal. The office is always held by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State
for Justice. Historically, the Chancellor has enjoyed duties pertaining to the judiciary, and in the
past he was the presiding officer of the House of Lords, and was made a peer if not already one;
however, since 2007 only commoners have been appointed to the office.

The Lord Keeper of the Great Seal was generally a temporary position to handle the Great Seal
until the appointment of a new High Chancellor, or for a non-noble appointment. Eventually, the
Keeper was granted the same status as the Chancellor. By the late 1700s, the Lord Keeper's
role was merged into the Chancellorship itself. Lords Commissioners of the Great Seal may be
appointed to exercise the office of Lord Chancellor. The Lord Chancellor is assisted in his
responsibility as custodian of the Great Seal by the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery and the
Crown Office.

The Chief Justiciar (which superseded the Lord High Steward) was once ranked above the Lord
High Chancellor in power, influence and dignity until 1231, when the position lost its standing in
the Kingdom. With the Constitutional Reform Act 2005, the Lord Chancellor has been replaced
in some roles by the Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales as head of the judiciary, and the
Lord Speaker as chair of the House of Lords.

Lord High Treasurer
The Lord High Treasurer (formally the Lord High Treasurer of the United Kingdom), is
responsible for government finances and spending. The office has been vacant since the death
of Charles Talbot, 1st Duke of Shrewsbury in 1714.

With the passing of the Consolidated Fund Act 1816, the offices of Lord High Treasurer of Great
Britain (who in turn held the office of Treasurer of the Exchequer of Great Britain) and Lord High
Treasurer of Ireland were merged into that of the Lord High Treasurer of the United Kingdom.
The Act also enabled His Majesty to put the two offices in commission, granting the powers of
the Lord High Treasurer to the said commission (the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s
Treasury). Contrary to popular belief, the commission is upon the offices of Treasurer of the
Exchequer and Lord High Treasurer of Ireland, and not on the Lord High Treasurer of the United
Kingdom. The Commissioners include the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
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who act as First Lord and Second Lord of the Treasury respectively, with other junior
government whips serving as junior lords.

Lord President of the Council
The Lord President of the Council presides over His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council,
otherwise known as the Privy Council, though different governments have given the office
various other duties (as Churchill did after the Second World War). Since 1951, the office has
usually been held by either the Leader of the House of Commons or the Leader of the House of
Lords, with the other serving as Lord Privy Seal, though the office can be given to other
high-ranking government ministers.

Lord Privy Seal
The Lord Privy Seal (formally the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal) is responsible for the
monarch's privy seal, until the use of such seal became obsolete, and is now considered a
sinecure position, usually granted to the Leader of either House of Parliament.

Lord Great Chamberlain
The Lord Great Chamberlain (formally the Lord Great Chamberlain of England) originally had
financial duties pertaining to the royal Court, though these duties have now been assumed by
the Lord High Treasurer. The Chamberlain also has charge of the Palace of Westminster
(working within the House of Lords), and is responsible for arrangements during the State
Opening of Parliament, a role which he shares with the Earl Marshal.

The office was originally held by the Earls of Oxford. Later, however, the Chamberlainship came
to be inherited by the Earl of Lindsey and then his multiple heirs, who later became the Dukes of
Ancaster and Kesteven. The 3rd Duke left two daughters as heirs. The House of Lords ruled
that the two sisters were jointly Lord Great Chamberlain and could appoint a Deputy to fulfil the
functions of the office. The same ruling was applied in 1902 for the then joint office holders, the
1st Earl of Ancaster, the 4th Marquess of Cholmondeley, and the 1st Earl Carrington. In 1912 an
agreement was reached that the office should rotate every reign amongst themselves and their
heirs, with the Cholmondeleys serving every other reign, and the heirs of Ancaster and
Carrington every four reigns each.

The House of Lords Act 1999 removed the automatic right of hereditary peers to sit in the
House of Lords, but the Act provided that the Lord Great Chamberlain and the Earl Marshal be
exempt from such a rule, so that they may continue to carry out their ceremonial functions in the
House.

Lord High Constable
The Lord High Constable (formally the Lord High Constable of England) was the commander of
the royal armies and the Master of the Horse and, in conjunction with the Earl Marshal,
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president of the Court of Chivalry or Court of Honour. The office was originally inherited by the
Earls of Hereford, though it reverted to the Crown in 1512 on the attainder of Edward Stafford,
3rd Duke of Buckingham, and is now reinstated only for the day of a coronation (where he
commands the whole of the coronation troops). The Earl Marshal of England assumed the place
of the Constable in the royal palace in the command of the royal armies.

Earl Marshal
Main article: Earl Marshal of England
The Earl Marshal (formally the Earl Marshal of England), held in conjunction with the office
Marshal of England, was originally responsible for the monarch's horses and stables, as well as
taking charge over the royal armies; these duties were shared with the Constable. His duties
evolved to ceremonial responsibilities in regard to the organization of major ceremonial state
occasions, most notably coronations, state funerals, and the State Opening of Parliament.

The Earl Marshal also remains to have charge over the College of Arms, and issues warrants
for the grant of arms in England, Wales and Ireland. His Majesty's High Court of Chivalry, with
jurisdiction over all matters relating to heraldry, is presided over by the Earl Marshal.

Lord High Admiral
Main article: Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom
The Lord High Admiral (formally the Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom) is the ceremonial
head of the Royal Navy, holding no command at sea but, rather, jurisdiction over maritime
affairs, including courts. The office is vested in the Crown, who may otherwise dispense it to
other individuals (mainly members of the Royal Family), or put it under commission (historically
the Board of Admiralty, 1708 to 1964).

LORD CHANCELLOR’S DEPARTMENT - DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
The Lord Chancellor's Department was a United Kingdom government department answerable
to the Lord Chancellor with jurisdiction over England and Wales.

Created in 1885 as the Lord Chancellor's Office with a small staff to assist the Lord Chancellor
in his day-to-day duties, the department grew in power over the course of the 20th century, and
at its peak had jurisdiction over the entire judicial system and a staff of over 22,000. In 2003, it
was succeeded by the Department for Constitutional Affairs (now the Ministry of Justice).
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Chancellor%27s_Department

CLERK OF THE CROWN IN CHANCERY
“The Clerk of the Crown in Chancery in Great Britain is a senior civil servant who is the head of
the Crown Office.
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The Crown Office, a section of the Ministry of Justice, has custody of the Great Seal of the
Realm, and has certain administrative functions in connection with the courts and the judicial
process, as well as functions relating to the electoral process for House of Commons elections,
to the keeping of the Roll of the Peerage, and to the preparation of royal documents such as
warrants required to pass under the royal sign-manual, fiats, letters patent, etc.”

Canadian Clerk of the Crown in Chancery
The office of Clerk of the Crown in Chancery was carried over to Canada. From 1791 to
1866, there were Clerks for both Lower Canada and Upper Canada. They carried out
electoral functions similar to the British Clerk. Following Confederation in 1867, the
federal government established the position of Clerk of the Crown to oversee elections.
The office was amalgamated into the position of Chief Electoral Officer in 1920.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clerk_of_the_Crown_in_Chancery

CANADIAN CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
“The chief electoral officer of Canada (French: Directeur général des élections du Canada) is
the person responsible for the administration of elections, referendums and other aspects of the
electoral system in Canada. The position was established in 1920 under the Dominion Elections
Act to be the chief executive of the independent agency now known as Elections Canada.

The chief electoral officer is assisted in carrying out their mandate by the assistant chief
electoral officer and the broadcasting arbitrator who ensures that the provisions of the Canada
Elections Act and the Canada Referendum Act are carried out, and the Commissioner of
Canada Elections who enforces the act.

Stéphane Perrault was appointed chief electoral officer for Elections Canada on June 8, 2018,
after having served as acting chief electoral officer from December 2016 to June 2018. Perrault
is scheduled to hold this position for a 10-year term.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Electoral_Officer_of_Canada

STEPHANE PERRAULT
Stéphane Perrault (born in Montreal, Quebec), is a Canadian civil servant and the current Chief
Electoral Officer of Canada.

Career
Perrault started his law career clerking for Supreme Court justice Claire L'Heureux-Dubé.

Perrault began his public sector career in 1998 as a Counsel with Justice Canada.

In 2007 Perrault joined Elections Canada. In December 2016, following the resignation of Marc
Mayrand, Perrault was appointed Acting Chief Electoral Officer.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St%C3%A9phane_Perrault

ORDER IN COUNCIL
“An Order-in-Council is a type of legislation in many countries, especially the Commonwealth
realms. In the United Kingdom this legislation is formally made in the name of the monarch by
and with the advice and consent of the Privy Council (King-in-Council), but in other countries the
terminology may vary. The term should not be confused with Orders of Council, which are made
in the name of the Council without sovereign approval.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_in_Council

“Formally, an "Order in Council" is an order by the Sovereign at a meeting of the Privy Council
by which the British government decrees policies. This type of legislation is still used on
occasion, particularly in the exercise of the Royal Prerogative.

Especially in American history, the term "the Orders in Council" is also used collectively to refer
to the group of such orders in the late 18th and early 19th centuries which restricted neutral
trade and enforced a naval blockade of Napoleonic France and its allies. In total, the collective
term "Orders in Council" refers to more than a dozen sets of blockade decrees in the years
1783, 1793, 1794, 1798, 1799, 1803–1809, 1811, and 1812; it is most often associated in
particular with the decrees of 7 January 1807, 11 November 1807, and 26 April 1809 which
were most inflammatory to the Americans.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orders_in_Council_(1807)

INNS OF COURT
During the 12th and early 13th centuries, law was taught in the City of London, primarily by the
clergy. But a papal bull in 1218 prohibited the clergy from practicing in the secular courts (where
the English common law system operated, as opposed to the Roman civil law functioning in the
Church's ecclesiastical courts). As a result, law began to be practiced and taught by laymen
instead of by clerics. To protect their schools from competition, first Henry II (r. 1154–1189) and
later Henry III (r. 1216–1272) issued proclamations prohibiting the teaching of the civil law within
the City of London. The common-law lawyers worked in guilds of law, modeled on trade guilds,
which in time became the Inns of Court.

In the earliest centuries of their existence, beginning with the 14th century, the Inns were any of
a sizeable number of buildings or precincts where lawyers traditionally lodged, trained and
carried on their profession. Over the centuries, the four Inns of Court became where barristers
were trained, while the more numerous Inns of Chancery – which were initially affiliated to the
Inns of Court – became associated with the training of solicitors in the Elizabethan era.

The four Inns of Court are:
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The Honourable Society of Lincoln's Inn
The Honourable Society of the Inner Temple
The Honourable Society of the Middle Temple
The Honourable Society of Gray's Inn
Lawyers have lived and worked in the Temple since 1320. In 1337 the premises were divided
into the Inner Temple, where the lawyers resided, and Middle Temple, which was also occupied
by lawyers by 1346. Lincoln's Inn, the largest, is able to trace its official records to 1422. The
records of Gray's Inn begin in 1569, but teaching is thought to have begun there in the
late-fourteenth century. In 1620 a meeting of senior judges decided that all four Inns would be
equal in order of precedence.

In the 16th century and earlier, students or apprentices learned their craft primarily by attending
court sessions and by sharing both accommodation and education during the legal terms. Prior
to the outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642, this training lasted at least seven years;
subsequently, the Inns focused their residency requirements on dining together in the company
of experienced barristers, to enable learning through contact and networking with experts. In the
mid-18th century the common law was first recognised as a subject for study in the universities,
and by 1872 bar examinations became compulsory for entry into the profession of law.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inns_of_Court

RICHARD WAGNER - CANADIAN SUPREME COURT JUSTICE
“Richard Wagner PC (French pronunciation:  [vɑɡnɛːʁ] vahg-NAIR; born April 2, 1957) is a
Canadian jurist serving as the 18th and current chief justice of Canada since 2017. He
previously served as a puisne justice of the Quebec Court of Appeal (2011–2012) and of the
Supreme Court of Canada (2012–2017). For several months in 2021, following Julie Payette's
resignation as Canada's governor general, Wagner was the administrator of the government of
Canada as well as chief justice.

On January 23, 2021, Wagner became Administrator of the Government of Canada following
Governor General Julie Payette's resignation in response to a workplace harassment
investigation. By virtue of royal letters patent issued in 1947, the chief justice of Canada is the
ex officio principal deputy to the governor general, and may act as governor general when the
office is vacant. Only justices of the Supreme Court of Canada are authorized to perform federal
viceregal duties on an acting basis. He ceased to hold office as administrator on July 26, 2021,
following Mary Simon's appointment as governor general. Serving for six months, Wagner was
the longest-serving administrator of Canada in history.

Country Organization Position
United States American College of Trial Lawyers Honorary Fellow
Ireland The Honorable Society of King’s Inns Honorary Bencher
England The Honourable Society of the Middle Temple Honorary Bencher
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Canada Friends of the McGill Library Honorary Friend
Canada Action Committee on Access to Justice in

Civil and Family Matters Honorary President
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Wagner_(judge)

CANADIAN ARMED FORCES
The Canadian Armed Forces (CAF; French: Forces armées canadiennes, FAC) are the unified
military forces of Canada, including sea, land, and air elements referred to as the Royal
Canadian Navy, Canadian Army, and Royal Canadian Air Force.

Personnel may belong to either the Regular Force or the Reserve Force, which has four
sub-components: the Primary Reserve, Supplementary Reserve, Cadet Organizations
Administration and Training Service, and the Canadian Rangers. Under the National Defence
Act, the Canadian Armed Forces are an entity separate and distinct from the Department
of National Defence (the federal government department responsible for the administration and
formation of defense policy), which also exists as the civilian support system for the forces.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Armed_Forces

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
“The Department of National Defence (DND; French: Ministère de la Défense nationale) is the
department of the Government of Canada which supports the Canadian Armed Forces in its role
of defending Canadian national interests domestically and internationally. The department is a
civilian organization, part of the public service, and supports the armed forces; however,
as a civilian organization it is separate and not part of the military itself. National Defence
is the largest department of the Government of Canada in terms of budget, and it is the
department with the largest number of buildings (6,806 in 2015).”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_of_National_Defence_(Canada)

JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL - CANADIAN MILITARY
“The judge advocate general of the Canadian Forces (JAG; French: juge-avocat général des
Forces canadiennes) is the senior legal officer who superintends the administration of military
justice in the Canadian Armed Forces, and provides legal advice on military matters to the
governor general, the minister of national defense, the Department of National Defence and the
Canadian Armed Forces. The office is defined in section 9 of the National Defence Act.

The 15th and current judge advocate general is Rear Admiral Geneviève Bernatchez, since
June 28, 2017.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judge_Advocate_General_(Canada)

LOYALIST PARAMILITARIES
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Loyalist paramilitaries were responsible for 29% of all deaths in the Troubles, and were
responsible for about 48% of all civilian deaths. Loyalist paramilitaries killed civilians at far
higher rates than both Republican paramilitaries and British security forces. Some British
soldiers from the local Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR) and police officers from the Royal Ulster
Constabulary (RUC) colluded with loyalist paramilitaries, such as taking part in loyalist attacks
(e.g. the Glenanne gang), giving weapons and intelligence to loyalists, not taking action against
them, and hindering official investigations.

The modus operandi of loyalist paramilitaries involved assassinations, mass shootings,
bombings and kidnappings. They used sub machine-guns, assault rifles, pistols, grenades
(including homemade grenades), incendiary bombs, booby trap bombs and car bombs. Bomb
attacks were usually made without warning. However, gun attacks were more common than
bombings. In January 1994, the UDA drew up a 'doomsday plan', to be implemented should the
British Army withdraw from Northern Ireland. It called for ethnic cleansing and re-partition, with
the goal of making Northern Ireland wholly Protestant.

Some loyalist paramilitaries have had links with far-right and Neo-Nazi groups in Britain,
including Combat 18, the British National Socialist Movement, and the National Front. Since the
1990s, loyalist paramilitaries have been responsible for numerous racist attacks in loyalist
areas. A 2006 report revealed that 90% of racist attacks in the previous two years occurred in
mainly loyalist areas.

In the 1990s, the main loyalist paramilitaries called ceasefires. Following this, small breakaway
groups continued to wage violent campaigns for a number of years, and members of loyalist
groups have continued to engage in sporadic violence.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_loyalism#Paramilitary_and_vigilante_groups

ULSTER SPECIAL CONSTABULARY ASSOCIATION
“The Ulster Special Constabulary Association (USCA) was a loyalist group active in Northern
Ireland during the early 1970s.

The group was established following the dissolution of the Ulster Special Constabulary
(commonly known as the B Specials) and operated with a semi-paramilitary structure. It initially
began as a series of unrelated small groups of former B Specials who maintained contact
before eventually crystallizing into a formal vigilante group. The group was able to call upon as
many as 10,000 members upon its formation in 1970. Initially it functioned mainly as a pressure
group, demanding the introduction of tougher laws against the Irish Republican Army as well as
a return to a more localized form of policing as typified by the B Specials. Soon however it
became more closely associated with existing Ulster loyalist paramilitary groups.
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George Green was the leading figure in the USCA and he represented the group on the Ulster
Army Council during the run-up to the Ulster Workers' Council strike. Under Green the group
cooperated closely with the Ulster Defence Association (UDA), helping them set up weekend
roadblocks for five weeks immediately prior to the strike. During the strike itself the USCA was
part of a faction of minor loyalist paramilitary groups, represented by the Orange Volunteers,
Ulster Volunteer Service Corps, Down Orange Welfare and themselves, who pushed for Bill
Craig to take a leading role in the running of the strike. The UDA and UVF had hoped to exclude
politicians from the conduct of the strike as much as possible but ultimately acquiesced and
allowed both Craig and Ian Paisley to play prominent public roles in the stoppage.

Despite its close associations with loyalism the USCA had an innate conservatism that made
many of its members uncomfortable about these links. With the formation of the Ulster Loyalist
Central Co-ordinating Committee the group declined membership and distanced itself from the
loyalist paramilitaries. The USCA disbanded soon after this although many of its members
would subsequently emerge in the 1977 established Ulster Service Corps. Although the USCA
did continue in some form up to 1977, apparently releasing a statement condemning Unionist
politicians and organizations who were critical of the newly-formed Ulster Service Corps.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_Special_Constabulary_Association

PROTESTANT FRATERNITIES AND PARADES
“In Northern Ireland there are a number of Protestant fraternities and marching bands who hold
yearly parades. They include the Orange Order and Apprentice Boys of Derry. These
fraternities, often described as the "Loyal Orders", have long been associated with
unionism/loyalism. Yearly events such as the Eleventh Night (11 July) bonfires and The Twelfth
(12 July) parades are strongly associated with loyalism. A report published in 2013 estimated
there were at least 640 marching bands in Northern Ireland with a total membership of around
30,000, an all-time high. According to the Parades Commission, a total of 1,354 loyalist parades
(not counting funerals) were held in Northern Ireland in 2007. The Police Service of Northern
Ireland uses different statistics, and recorded a total of 2,863 parades in 2007. Of these, 2,270
(approximately 80%) were held by loyalist marching bands.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_loyalism#Paramilitary_and_vigilante_groups

THE IMPERIAL GRAND BLACK CHAPTER OF THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH
“The Royal Black Institution, the Imperial Grand Black Chapter Of The British Commonwealth,
or simply the Black Institution, is a Protestant fraternal society though some scholars argue is an
Ulster syncretism of ritualistic Freemasonry.

The Royal Black Institution was formed in Ireland in 1797, two years after the formation of the
Orange Order in Daniel Winter's cottage, Loughgall, County Armagh, Ireland.
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The society is formed from Orangemen and can be seen as a progression of that Order
although they are separate institutions. Anyone wishing to be admitted to the Royal Black
Institution must first become a member of an Orange Order Lodge, and many are members of
both.

The Royal Black is often referred to as "the senior of the loyal orders".

Members wear a sash or collarette of which the predominant colour is black.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Black_Institution

100 YEARS OF SERVICE FROM CAS - MARGARET HAYLOCK CAPON
“THURSDAY APRIL 19, 2018 - COUNTY WEEKLY NEWS”
The first child welfare service in Prince Edward County was the Loyal True Blue Orphanage
located on Glenora Road.

Constructed under the auspices of the Orange Lodge it opened on August 23, 1899. It would
soon become apparent that accommodations were far less than required. By 1916 the Grand
Lodge of East and West had shown their support and were added to the Board of Managers.”
https://www.countyweeklynews.ca/

LOYAL TRUE BLUE LODGES
“The Lodges of the 'Loyal True Blue Association' were founded in Canada, in the year 1867.
This means that they are over 150 years old.
They are a unique and self-governing Loyal Order that is distinctively Canadian in nature.
In days gone by, they were administered by a 'Supreme Grand Lodge'.
Loyal True Blue (or LTB) Lodges boast a very rich history, culture and heritage.
They are the custodians of three beautiful degrees - Blue, White, and Scarlet.
Their regalia is blue in colour. Lodge Membership is mixed - open to both men and women.
You can join an LTB Lodge without being a member of any other Loyal Order.
https://loyaltrueblue.weebly.com/

HOME CHILDREN PROGRAM
“Home Children was the child migration scheme founded by Annie MacPherson in 1869, under
which more than 100,000 children were sent from the United Kingdom to Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, and South Africa. The programme was largely discontinued in the 1930s, but not
entirely terminated until the 1970s.

Later research, beginning in the 1980s, exposed abuse and hardships of the relocated children.
Australia apologized in 2009 for its involvement in the scheme. In February 2010 UK Prime
Minister Gordon Brown made a formal apology to the families of children who suffered.
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Canadian Immigration Minister Jason Kenney stated in 2009 that Canada would not apologize
to child migrants, preferring to "recognize that sad period" in other ways.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_Children

JOHN A. MACDONALD - MACPHERSON COUSINS
“John A. Macdonald (1815-1891), who became Canada's first prime minister at Confederation,
began the study of law in 1830 under George Mackenzie, a prominent Kingston lawyer. Three
years later he came to Hallowell (now Picton) to manage the law practice of his cousin, Lowther
P. Macpherson, who was in ill health. During his stay here, Macdonald became the first
secretary of the Prince Edward Young Men's Society in 1834 and served as secretary of the
Prince Edward District School Board. The latter position constituted his earliest experience in
the field of public administration. Macdonald returned to Kingston in the summer of 1835 where
he set up his own law practice.
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/plaques/john-a-macdonald-in-hallowell

CHILD PROTECTION SYSTEM
“The Children's Protection Act of 1893 introduced Ontario's first full-fledged child protection
scheme. However; for half a century, children's homes had been helping disadvantaged
children, and they played a key role in the evolution of an empathetic child-protection system.
During the course of the nineteenth century, the provincial government had increasingly
accepted responsibility for disadvantaged children and had developed legislative definitions of a
child in need of protection and of neglect that were incorporated into the 1893 Act. The work of
the children's homes went hand in hand with these developments, as they not only helped
needy children but also helped develop these concepts of neglect and provided models for the
home placements promoted by J. J. Kelso and mandated by the Act.”
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19244840/

CHILD PROTECTION CORRUPTION - SEXUAL ABUSE - DESTROYED FAMILIES - PRINCE
EDWARD COUNTY
“Thank you to the Intelligencer for opening the door to the truth. It has been a long time coming
& beyond appreciated!

I can assure the public that Bill Sweet & his elite board of directors are hiding many truths.

I, myself have a long list of questions for Mr. Sweet and in the 14 years that I have been
FORCED to deal with his agency he has eluded an answer to all of them. It no longer matters to
me how the general public perceives my comments..the naysayers are becoming a minority
quite rapidly. In fact, in the last 2-3 years I can't count the amount of people who said "I
should've believed you sooner" or "I just can't believe our government would allow this." I
couldn't believe it myself when my personal 'battle' with the CAS & family court started many
years ago...but I caught on quick!
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As a result of 'fighting the system' while retaining custody of my children, people started looking
to me for answers & I began to help them. In no time at all I was swarmed with families seeking
assistance to their matters with the CAS. As a result, my children & I have been targeted by the
CAS & have been dragged through hell & back. Thank goodness my kids are thoroughly
educated on their rights & completely intent on defending them, much to the CAS's regret :) I
have hours of recorded conversations where my children are clearly being intimidated &
threatened into silence. It's beyond sickening to see some of these power hungry SOCIAL
WORKERS getting the praise that they do for being so WELL INTENDED when I can prove
otherwise to anyone who'll listen. The general public doesn't want the truth & they've rejected it
for far too long while the very children who are being 'PROTECTED' are anything but! CAS is
out of control everywhere but this particular small town CAS has many, many skeletons in its
closet!

I consistently pass drug tests, I have no physical/mental health issues (as confirmed by 2
doctors) that would impact my parenting capacity, I am educated, I've been at the same address
maintaining a 3bdrm $1000.00/plus apartment, I'm not involved with the police, I don't have a
partner, I have minimal friends, am active in my community & I have strong family supports. My
children excel in school, they thrive in the arts and are visible in their community. The reports
that I have from CAS says that no one in our lives, such as the school, counselors,
doctor/dentist, etc. have concerns yet at the end of the report, it says that the CAS has concerns
& that the file will remain open. $1.4 BILLION of YOUR taxpayer money went to finance this
nonsense last year alone. They are focused on me & my well adjusted kids, yet we have things
like this most recent fiasco in Bloomfield going unchecked. SERIOUSLY??? Joey & Janet
(Holm) lived only minutes away from me..geography is not to blame here! The Picton CAS is!

I have spoken to family members, friends & former foster kids of Joey & Janet's & THERE
WERE REPORTS & PHOTOS given to the CAS YEARS ago. CAS turned a blind eye. PERIOD!
So many people knew about Joey & Janet's alternative lifestyle which they were welcome to as
adults, but to throw foster kids into the mix was just disgusting. How could a whole community
gossip about the goings-on in that house yet the CAS kept shipping kids there? Why were
workers quoted to get 'creeped out' when having to visit there? WHY? WHY? WHY? Why is
there STILL a photo album on Joe's facebook account of 'FORMER KIDS'? (last time I had
access to his page the pics were there.)

There are so many more questions for PECAS. The public needs to ask how it is that I have an
open file, yet just last year, a child was placed with me for a weekend for emergency care? The
police & the CAS left her with me for the whole weekend & trusted me to bring her to the office
on the Monday. How can this be? Why did a foster mother show up at my door a month ago with
a teenager who had overdosed? The foster child refused to go ANYWHERE without me as she
repeatedly stated that I was the ONLY ONE in the whole system (not that I'm part of the
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system), or world for that matter, that she could trust. She was on the run & knew she would be
arrested at the hospital when released. It was heartbreaking. You know why she ran? Because
she had to..she couldn't take any more ABUSE. See, this girl was sexually abused in her foster
home yet when she spoke up she was shipped out & labeled a lying trouble maker. She got
medicated & treated like a dirty little liar. I was there for it all as one of the only ones to believe
her. Well, low & behold, a couple of years later, she gets called as a witness to the trial of the
foster father that she had reported on. Other girls had come forward & it was going to be hard to
contain, so now it's in court where they can keep it under wraps--not because it's the right thing
to do. This girl has also been charged for petty nonsense so they can control her through the
court process. It's simple for them, if she runs, she gets picked up & jailed. Then they feed her
more meds until she is controllable again. It is unbelievable what this strong young woman has
endured. Sitting at the hospital that evening with the CAS worker & the police made me sick to
my stomach. I knew no matter how many times we hugged/kissed, held hands or exchanged 'I
love you's', that it would all end soon & my ability to protect her was going to end upon her
arrest, nevertheless, it was a moment I wouldn't have given up for the world. She felt so loved &
safe, if for only a couple of hours. Meanwhile, back at my own apartment are my kids who had
their world turned upside down when the foster mother walked through the door announcing that
this girl had overdosed. I had to leave my own children (13 & 15 yrs old) very quickly during their
night time routine & they were justifiably very upset & worried with the situation at hand. How
fair is it that I can offer stability for my own kids only to have to constantly deal with PECAS
dysfunction?

I assure you that I have advocated for many children over the years & I have been absolutely
repeatedly shocked. I recall when a young girl begged me to get her out of her abusive situation
only to later find that she had been returned to the abusive home that very evening contrary to
the begging of this girl & PROOF that she was being physically & emotionally abused &
neglected. I fought tooth & nail with that case worker only to be told that I don't know the whole
story & that CAS doesn't have to justify themselves to anyone. We kept at it & the girl was
ultimately moved out of the home, but not before some blood, sweat & tears!!

I have repeatedly asked Bill Sweet for an internal review with respect to my 14 year file. He did
do one in 1994, but I caught him in many written lies & he just quit dealing with me since.
Period. He simply won't even acknowledge my request(s) although the Ontario Child and Family
Services act states that he must. When Bill gets caught in a lie, he withdraws & hopes it will all
go away on its own. Unfortunately for you Bill, I promised you this justice years ago in the name
of the children, and I have given you many years to reform your corrupt agency, you continue to
hide & lie. did you know that Bill Sweet proudly boasts on his stationary that he has a MSW
(masters of social work), implying that he is a social worker yet he's not registered and NEVER
has been registered with the Ontario College of Social Workers & Social Service Workers. I
have verified this through the OCSWSSW & have subsequently complained to the college. The
Social Worker & Social Service Worker Act of Ontario CLEARLY STATES in section 46. (1) that
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No person except a registered social worker shall use the English title “social worker” or
“registered social worker” or the French title “travailleur social” or “travailleur social inscrit” or an
abbreviation of any of those titles to represent expressly or by implication that he or she is a
social worker or registered social worker. 1998, c. 31, s. 46 (1).Same (2) No person except a
registered social worker shall represent or hold out expressly or by implication that he or she is
a social worker or a registered social worker. 1998, c. 31, s. 46 (2)... So why then is there only
ONE ...YES, ONE registered worker at the PECAS? I have also verified this with the college &
have the documents to verify. The registered member is a supervisor. EVERY other employee
IS not registered. They think they found a loophole by calling themselves child protection
workers..yet a child protection worker as defined under section 40 of the CFSA can only
apprehend a child & take him/her to a place of safety------thereby leaving the IMPORTANT stuff
to a SOCIAL WORKER. So every time a CHILD PROTECTION WORKER does ANYTHING
except apprehend a child, they are acting outside of section 40 of the CFSA as well as
DIRECTLY VIOLATING the SWSSW Act. Yet again, no one seems to notice or care except for
the advocates across this province fighting to have these laws enforced. All the while, if your
matters are before the court or have been decided by the court you cannot appeal to the Child &
Family Services Review and even if you can, contrary to popular belief, the CFSRB's hands are
tied anyways and have no real power over the CAS regardless of the what oversight measures
the government guarantees us to be in place. We are the only province to REFUSE
ombudsman oversight by repeatedly voting down the Bill. The accountability isn't there.
PERIOD!

All 53 CAS's have much to hide & the public needs to question the funding formula which
motivates the CAS at the expense of $1.4 billion last year alone. Why are our streets & Prisons
full of former crown wards who have no education, family ties, self esteem or sense of
belonging? Because to satisfy a funding formula, a high rate of apprehension occurred & the
children paid the ultimate price..look around, the evidence is EVERYWHERE! Children are
approximately 7 times more likely to DIE in 'care' as opposed to remaining in their natural
environment. Families are always going to face hard times & hit a brick wall now & again, but it
is up to society to help, support & nurture that family rather than destroy it! Most of the time,
parents are willing to accept help if offered, unfortunately, the CAS rarely offers help in my
experience.

I want to express my thanks to all of the good workers & the truly loving foster parents who do it
for the right reasons. I know there are many of you out there being rained on by this dark cloud
of CAS secrecy & public outcry for justice. I am not claiming & nor do I believe that everyone in
the system is corrupt or in it for the wrong reasons. I know there are good people out there who
only want to provide care, love & support to an unfortunate child & that is commendable &
generous! Some children are terribly abused & that is a sad reality..it is all the more reason to
make an EFFECTIVE system that truly protects ALL children. How long will the public tolerate
hearing "well it's not a perfect system"??? LET'S MAKE IT PERFECT..NOW!! Perhaps the
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amalgamation between Northumberland, Hastings & Prince Edward county CAS's could help to
accomplish change, but Bill Sweet has once again chosen to be anything but transparent. He
started squirming when the Holm's case broke open, but then when Len Kennedy (Hastings
CAS Ex. Dir) publicly slammed the PECAS for the mess, Bill Sweet withdrew from the
amalgamation the very next day. Quite typical of the mentality that I've come to know in Bill
Sweet. He believes that he doesn't have to answer to anyone. He really does. The PECAS & its
board of directors should be beyond ashamed! We've heard excuses & BS from Bill Sweet but
we certainly haven't heard him take any ownership. He just thinks running & hiding will make it
all go away..he couldn't be more wrong! Children were abused on his watch & even though he
needs to choose his words carefully through the ministry investigation, showing a little remorse
& responsibility would serve him well. I will submitting a report to the ministry to make sure that
each & every case of child abuse on his watch is investigated but in the meantime, we need to
demand to know what services have been offered to the MANY children in this region who have
endured abuse of any sort while in PECAS care...seriously, what is being done to help these
kids overcome their OBVIOUS traumas? We need to know!

I cannot begin to convey the hell this CAS has put my family & this community through! I have
fought back for years. I'm tired & broken, but still swinging in hopes of real change! Good luck
all!
Post #5 By Brenda Everall”

“furthermore to the people that will argue that no child is apprehended without reason.. too bad
this wasn't supported with criminal charges. If someone abuses/neglects their children to the
point of justifiable apprehension, criminal charges should always support this & the abuser
should be punished. Wouldn't you think? Why doesn't this happen? Why can CAS take your
kids, lie to a judge & be that simple? The public can't really be this daft I would hope. Why are
thousands of ALLEGED child abusers free to roam our streets & live among us? Doesn't that
scare you? The naysayers need to use their heads and start asking these questions...why aren't
our prisons & jails filled with the abusers in numbers to match all the 'ABUSED' kids in care?
Post #6 By Brenda Everall”
https://www.fixcas.com/cgi-bin/go.py?2011f.Everall

JOHN A MACDONALD CELEBRATED IN PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY
“Sir John A. Macdonald is celebrated as the founding father of Confederation and the principal
architect of Canada’s primary constitutional document: the British North America Act of 1867.
On Canada Day, 1867, Macdonald became Canada’s first prime minister of the Dominion of
Canada. As a statesman, he ranks with great world leaders including Abraham Lincoln and
Benjamin Disraeli. But in his early years he thought of himself as a Bay of Quinte boy. He lived
in the Quinte region intermittently for most of the time that his family lived there. When he was
just 18, he ran his cousin’s law office in Hallowell/Picton as a pro tem lawyer. His parents and
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sisters lived a stone’s throw away, operating grist and carding mills at Glenora near the famous
ferry.

As a teenager, John A. practiced law while articling under the tutelage of his mentor George
Mackenzie of Kingston, and later his cousin, Lowther Pennington Macpherson of Hallowell.
While in Picton, he entered fully into civic life in Picton by volunteering with the first district
school board, the agricultural society and a young men’s association. He even volunteered as
the polling clerk for the 12 legislative assembly of Upper Canada in 1834. But he also had a
young man’s fondness for pranks and practical jokes. He himself was one of the first defendants
brought to trial in the Picton Courthouse — still used today. After a scuffle in town with another
prominent citizen over a prank, he found himself in court defending himself on a charge of
assault with his co-accused. He won that trial before a judge and jury on October 8, 1834 but
his co-defendant was found guilty and fined a token six pence. Four months later John A.
Macdonald was placed on the roll of the Law Society of Upper Canada as an attorney.

So Macdonald actually began his career in law Picton in 1835 just months before he moved to
Kingston to open his own law practice there.

The sculpture celebrates this moment when John A. Macdonald came of age and began his
career as an attorney in Picton, Upper Canada in 1835.

The Project was made possible with funding from the Government of Canada through the
Department of Canadian Heritage, contributions from the Parrott Foundation, the Albany Club of
Toronto, donations from friends of John A. Macdonald, the volunteers behind the Lazier Trial
Re-enactment fundraiser, especially Justice Robert Sharpe, Justice Byers and Peter Lockyer.
We sincerely thank them and everyone who has participated in the project over the last six
years.”
http://www.macdonaldproject.com/?page_id=956

FOSTERCARE SEXUAL ABUSE SCANDAL
“Ontario’s Prince Edward County is an isolated place. Geographically speaking, the county is
surrounded by water except for an isthmus at Carrying Place, Ont. The county is a spot for
Torontonians to take a day trip, looking for wine or a sandy beach.

But for the most part, what happens in Prince Edward County tends to stay isolated among its
25,000 residents.

In 2013, the Prince Edward County Children’s Aid Society was absorbed into Highland Shores
Children’s Aid Society and ceased to exist. However, the fallout of years of sexual assault
allegations, from 2010 to 2015, continues to wind its way through the court system, including
unprecedented charges against the now defunct society’s former executive director, Bill Sweet.”
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https://globalnews.ca/news/5428684/reports-of-sexual-abuse-foster-home-dismissed/

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY FOUNDATION - DOUGLAS MACPHERSON
“DOUGLAS LAING MACPHERSON 1942 - 2023 Doug MacPherson died in Hamilton, Ontario
on February 4, 2023, after a brief illness. Doug was born at Goderich, Ontario, the son of
Harvey Alexander MacPherson and Elizabeth Laing MacPherson. He will be missed by his
siblings and their spouses - Barbara (Robert Butler) and Bruce (Catherine Schuler), and his
nephews, Jason and Brett Butler and Matthew and John MacPherson. Doug was predeceased
by his first wife, Penelope Jane Glasser and by his wife, Kathleen Vest MacPherson. Doug grew
up in Goderich and Kitchener, Ontario and graduated in physics and chemistry from the
University of Waterloo. He worked for IBM Canada for many years, later with SHL
Systemhouse, and then in a consulting partnership with Greg Styles. After his retirement, Doug
and Kathy moved from Toronto to a United Empire Loyalist home in Prince Edward County
which they transformed into an elegant and welcoming base to entertain friends. They quickly
became deeply involved in County life. Doug was devastated by Kathy's too early death in 2016;
he subsequently moved into Picton to a condo for which he and Kathy had planned the
renovation. There he was closer to supportive friends, cafes and restaurants and walked daily
with his faithful companion, Coady. In 2021, he moved to Dundas, Ontario to be closer to Bruce
and Catherine and for more support. Intense discussion of politics was his delight. He was
proud of his part in the successful Stop Spadina campaign of the 1960s, and remained active
throughout his life, later as a member of the Prince Edward County 'Shadow Cabinet' and
playing significant roles in the establishment of the Prince Edward County Community
Foundation and the restoration of the Regent Theatre in Picton. He was also a lover of jazz
and an early leader and supporter of the Prince Edward County Jazz Festival. Doug was a
supporter of Canadian artists, especially Joyce Wieland, who was a friend of his first wife,
Penny Glasser, and several indigenous artists, known from time spent at their camp on
Manitoulin Island. Doug saw his private pilot's license, earned at age 16 as one of his great
accomplishments. For years, he flew for pleasure from Buttonville Airport, though friends and
family were amazed since he had absolutely no sense of direction. His family is grateful to the
many friends who knew Doug and supported him in his later years. Their visits and phone calls
were treasured by him to the end. We are also grateful to the staff of Amica Dundas for their
kindness and care. A celebration of life will be held in the spring. To be notified, please email:
dlm.celebration@gmail.com. Donations to Parkinson Canada (www.parkinson.ca) in memory of
Doug are welcome.”
https://www.legacy.com/ca/obituaries/theglobeandmail/name/douglas-macpherson-obituary?id=
43047983
https://thecountyfoundation.ca/in-memorium/

UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS
“Those Loyalists who have adhered to the Unity of the Empire, and joined the Royal Standard
before the Treaty of Separation in the year 1783, and all their Children and their Descendants
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by either sex, are to be distinguished by the following Capitals, affixed to their names: UE or
U.E. Alluding to their great principle The Unity of the Empire.

Because most of the nations of the Iroquois had allied with the British, which had ceded their
lands to the United States, thousands of Iroquois and other pro-British Native Americans were
expelled from New York and other states. They were also resettled in Canada. Many of the
Iroquois, led by Joseph Brant Thayendenegea, settled at Six Nations of the Grand River, the
largest First Nations reserve in Canada. A smaller group of Iroquois led by Captain John
Deserontyon Odeserundiye, settled on the shores of the Bay of Quinte in modern-day
southeastern Ontario.

The government settled some 3,500 Black Loyalists in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, but
they faced discrimination and the same inadequate support that all Loyalists experienced.
Delays in making land grants, but mostly the willingness of the blacks to under-cut their fellow
Loyalists and hire themselves out to the few available jobs at a lower wage aggravated racist
tensions in Shelburne. Mobs of white Loyalists attacked Black Loyalists in the Shelburne Riots
in July 1784, Canada's first so-called "race" riot. The government was slow to survey the land of
Black Loyalists (which meant they could not settle); it was also discriminatory in granting them
smaller, poorer, and more remote lands than those of white settlers; not counting those Loyalists
who were resettled in what would become Upper Canada, in general, or around the Bay of
Quinte, in specific. This increased their difficulties in becoming established. The majority of
Black Loyalists in Canada were refugees from the American South; they suffered from this
discrimination and the harsh winters.

When Great Britain set up the colony of Sierra Leone in Africa, nearly 1300 Black Loyalists
emigrated there in 1792 for the promise of self-government. And so 2,200 remained. The Black
Loyalists that left established Freetown in Sierra Leone. Well into the 20th century, together with
other early settlers from Jamaica and slaves liberated from illegal slave ships, and despite
vicious attacks from the indigenous peoples that nearly ended the Maroon colony, they and their
descendants dominated the culture, economy and government of Sierra Leone. which finally
pulled itself out of a civil war a decade ago and still struggles with glaring corruption until this
day.

Numerous Loyalists had been forced to abandon substantial amounts of property in the United
States. Britain sought restoration or compensation for this lost property from the United States,
which was a major issue during the negotiation of the Jay Treaty in 1795. Negotiations settled
on the concept of the United States negotiators "advising" the U.S. Congress to provide
restitution. For the British, this concept carried significant legal weight, far more than it did to the
Americans; the U.S. Congress declined to accept the advice.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Empire_Loyalist
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ARMS OF PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY
“Arms of the County of Prince Edward
Blazon
Gules a Loyalist civil coronet Or within ten ears of barley in orle also Or all within a bordure
wavy Azure fimbriated on the inside Argent;
Crest
Blazon
Within a circlet composed of maple leaves Gules and trillium flowers Argent barbed and seeded
proper a demi lion Or gorged with a collar of roses Gules barbed and seeded proper alternating
with fleurs de lys Azure pendant therefrom a long cross Gules;
Motto
Blazon
BLESSED BY NATURE ENRICHED BY MAN;
Motto
Blazon
LOYALLY FOUNDED LOYALLY BUILT;
Supporters
Blazon
Dexter a man habited as a Loyalist farmer settler his dexter hand resting on a plough all proper
sinister a woman habited as a Loyalist settler her sinister hand supporting a cornucopia spilling
forth corn, tomatoes, peas and pumpkins the whole resting on a compartment composed of
dexter a grassy field sinister a beach of sand all proper and rising above waves Azure crested
Argent;
Flag of the County of Prince Edward
Blazon
Argent a canton of the Arms;

The announcement of the letters patent was made on November 25, 1989 in Volume 123, page
5070 of the Canada Gazette. Original concept of Robert D. Watt, Chief Herald of Canada,
assisted by the heralds of the Canadian Heraldic Authority.
https://www.gg.ca/en/heraldry/public-register/project/1856

COUNTY’S OLDEST ORGANIZATION CELEBRATES 200 YEARS
“The oldest organization still in existence in Prince Edward County celebrated its 200th
anniversary Saturday with a reception and banquet at the Prince Edward Community Centre.
“Freemasonry and our lodges have always been common ground for men to meet for the
betterment of themselves, to advance the craft and for the betterment of a society as a whole,”
said Dale Porter, Worshipful Master of Prince Edward Lodge #18. “There have been many
challenges during the past 200 years and no doubt, there will be in the future… It is the desire of
Freemasonry that every member live respected and die regretted, and that the genuine tenants
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of our time-honoured institution will be transmitted through our members, pure and unimpaired,
from generation to generation.”

Porter grew up in Picton. His father and grandfather both became masons in the former lodge,
then located above the Mary Street School. The current Masonic Hall is located on the Loyalist
Parkway, just outside of Picton.

Prince Edward Hastings MP Daryl Kramp, a proud mason, brought greetings from the
government of Canada. Leona Dombrowsky, MPP, brought greetings from the province of
Ontario. Jim Dunlop offered congratulations on behalf of Mayor Peter Mertens and the County.
Past District Deputy Grand Master Ken Campbell gave the closing remarks as chairman of the
Bicentennial Committee and also thanked Calvin Thomas for designing the special bicentennial
pin that was given to every guest. He closed by offering “a sincere, heartfelt thank you for joining
us on our anniversary.”
https://www.countylive.ca/countys-oldest-organization-celebrates-200-years/

FREEMASONRY - ORDER OF THE GARTER - ORDER OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE
“It is most probable that the inclusion of the Order of the Garter and the Order of the Golden
Fleece within the rituals of Freemasonry is merely an attempt to represent Freemasonry's
General antiquity and honor. There is little debate that these two orders are the most successful
and diligent orders of all knighthood. If this was the purpose of the originators of the ritual, it is
very unlikely that the Star mentioned is in reference to the Order of the Star, since that order
ended in disgrace. It is most likely that Coil (1961) had the right idea in his Masonic

Encyclopedia, and it is the vestment of the Order of the Garter to which the ritual refers. The
Roman Eagle is most probably referring the standard of the Roman Empire. The Roman Empire
was the largest and most powerful civilization in the ancient world. Its standard is an image of
power and prestige. By connecting it to the Fraternity of Freemasonry, a great deal of dignity is
transposed upon the Craft.

The statement that Freemasonry is more honorable than the order of the Garter and Golden
Fleece is a self-imposed proclamation of importance and greatness. As afore explained, the
Garter is the most noble and prestigious class of knighthood and honors in all the United
Kingdom and the Order of the Golden Fleece is one of the most widely recognized chivalric
organization in the world. The original writers of the ritual are obliviously attempting to reflect
an ambiance of ancient and regal importance upon Freemasonry.

Regardless of the intent of the progenitors of the Craft rituals, there is an importance to knowing
the background of these orders named within the Masonic ritual of the First Degree. It is hoped
that the Masonic reader has gained a little insight in this exploration of history and romanticism.”
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http://www.mastermason.com/gemsofpurpose/Stafford,%20Order%20of%20Golden%20Fleece
%20and%20the%20Garter.pdf

EMPIRE CLUB OF CANADA
“The Empire Club of Canada was established in 1903 as a result of a political discussion which
created considerable unrest in Canada. Growing dissent against the British was influencing
Toronto's political and social landscape. In an attempt to refrain from a severing of ties with the
British Empire, a group of men under the leadership of Brig.-Gen. James Mason discussed the
creation of an organization that would promote public discourse and discussion about key
issues of the day, both at home and abroad.

With this mandate in mind, the group gathered to draft the constitution for a new club to be
named The Empire Club of Canada. Canada's "Imperial bond" with Britain was the cornerstone
of the Empire Club of Canada, as its founders believed it would be beneficial to Canada to
maintain strong political and economic ties with the Empire. This organization, with a plan of
weekly luncheons, which would be addressed by prominent individuals who spoke with authority
on the issues of the day, would also have the distinctive basis of the British connection in its
work and policy. Membership was restricted to British subjects—there was no legal Canadian
citizenship at the time—who would pay dues of one dollar a year, with a maximum membership
of 500. Within a month, membership exceeded 300. A year or two later, the club had a waiting
list of those wishing to join.

The first luncheon speaker on December 3, 1903, was a clergyman and professor, William
Clark, who said: "I can quite understand that to many persons, the formation of a club of this
kind will seem a very little thing, ... I have not the least doubt that this Club will become of great
influence and power in this Dominion". Clark's address became the first of many, with the
Empire Club's podium hosting countless great leaders of politics, business, social issues and
arts & culture.

Since its inaugural meeting in December 1903, the Empire Club of Canada has provided a
forum to discuss ongoing issues of local, national and international importance. More than 3,500
addresses have been delivered from the Empire Club podium, and every address is kept on
record in the Empire Club of Canada's annual Red Book.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_Club_of_Canada

THE ‘CROWN’
“In Canada’s system of government, the power to govern is vested in the Crown but is
entrusted to the government to exercise on behalf and in the interest of the people. The
Crown reminds the government of the day that the source of the power to govern rests
elsewhere and that it is only given to them for a limited duration.”
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/crown-canada/about.html
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TORONTO STAR - CHALLENGE
“Those who want to ditch Canada’s monarchy will have to do better to make their case
‘If those who oppose the Canadian monarchy can show how that can be done better with an
all-Canadian model, then fine. But the burden of proof is on them.’
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorials/2022/06/01/those-who-want-to-ditch-canadas-monarc
hy-will-have-to-do-better-to-make-their-case.html

By Brenda Everall
May 2023
www.holisticusinternational.ca

By Valethske - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=130505372

By Sodacan - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=10967471

By Denelson83 (original)Sodacan (current) - Own work based on
the website of the Governor-General of Canada, CC BY-SA 4.0,

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=615590
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